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Bangkok, Sept. 16, 1857. This being 
the season of heavy rains, the native assist- 
ants are retained here, at Bangkok, to en- 
large their understanding of the scriptures. 
As a general thing, we have recitation in 
the forenoon in the Old Testament, and 
study a portion of the New Testament in 
the afternoon. 

The great end and aim of every lesson 
is to show the need of a Saviour, and the 
greatness of the salvation received through 
him. We examine every passage there- 
fore with a specific purpose,—not simply 
to ascertain its meaning in and by itself, 
but to learn its place in the plan of Re- 
demption. We endeavor to make every 
truth that passes under review, whether 
doctrinal or historical, shed some light 
upon the great central fact of the Bible, 
the expiation on Calvary and the right- 
eousness of Christ. We are now proceed- 
ing on the principle of regarding the Old 
Testament as being, in general, a history 
of the fall of man; a divinely inspired 
record of the various consequences that 
have followed in the wake of the sin of 
Adam ;—the fearful aggravations of human 
guilt ; the vain and futile attempt of man- 
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kind to rescue themselves; the practical 
workings of every scheme of human right- 
eousness, and the final confusion that 
attends them all. At the same time we 
studiously seek to dwell upon those places 
which point to a better plan in the future, 
to be revealed when men have done trying 
their own experiments. 

The New Testament, on the other hand, 
we are now considering as a history of 
what more immediately concerns the re- 
covery of man;—an exhibition of God’s 
plan of righteousness, and the happy 
effects that attend its practical workings 
in making men holy, just and temperate. 

In this way we endeavor to link the Old 
and New Testaments together; to show 
the relation of parts,;—the mutual connee- 
tion and dependence. This, of course, 
requires constant contrast and comparison 
between the shadows and the substance,— 
between the form and the life, the bondage 
of the law and the liberty of the gospel, 
the first Adam and the second Adam. 

The continual alternation of the atten- 
tion to the two great divisions of the Word 
has a most beneficial influence on the 
minds of the assistants. In this way they 
are made to perceive the evidences of 
design,—that these things are not separate 
systems, but parts of one grand compre- 
hensive and harmonious whole ;— this 
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constitutes a most weighty proof of the 
divine origin of the word of God, and to 
this effect they frequently express them- 
selves. 

During the past three months we have 
gone through Galatians, Ephesians and 
Colossians ; and more recently have been 
occupied with a review of Romans, taken 
in connection with passages selected from 
the Old Testament which have a bearing 
upon the discussion of the two plans of 
justification. 

Our plan of study is simply this. We 
take a portion of a book or epistle, occu- 
pied with some particular subject. The 
class read, one after another, whatever 
number of verses are necessary to evolve 
a distinct point; this point is then discuss- 
ed freely, and its meaning and bearing 
on the main subject are indicated as 
clearly as possible. When a subject has 
been passed over in this way, the whole is 
immediately reviewed with an especial 
And finally, 
the most important and prominent thought, 


reference to the analysis. 


the leading doctrines, or some particular 
phrases or formulas, are selected and 
assigned severally to the members of the 
class for minute and special consideration. 

Suflicient time is of course allowed to 
review and weigh the whole subject. 
Passages of Scripture bearing on the topic, 
are pointed out,—usually at the time the 
subject is committed. presenting 
their theses, one introduces the discussion 
by stating all that he has been able to 
glean himself, or that has been sugyested 
in recitation or learned from others. ‘The 
test are then invited to express their 
opinions, whether in confirmation or dis- 
sent. ‘This usually results in a tolerably 
thorough investigation of the subject. In 
the course of the discussion the teacher 
propounds such inquiries as seem called 
for; and finally closes the exercise by 
summing up what has been said, endeay- 
bring, so far as lies in his power, to throw 
out all errors, to incorporate all the truth 
expressed, and to combine the whole in 
some few simple forms easily remembered. 

But I can give a more exact idea of the 
course of remark by the transcript of a 
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few notes taken during the exercise and 
filled out as soon as it was over. 


The Image of God. 


Missionary.—This topic was assigned 
to you, Chek Suan. 
the subject, 


You have examined 
Now what, think you, is 
meant when it is said, Adam was made 
“in the image of God” ? 

Chek: Suan.—Wis heart was born holy. 
Moreover, it) was necessary that Adam 
should serve God, for God is the Crea- 
tor and Governor of all men.  Further- 
more, he made Adam in his own likeness, 
that is to say, Adam’s temper and dis- 
position of mind were just like God's. 
Then too he was immortal, just like God. 
He will live as long as God lives. 

Missionary.— Let us now hear the 
opinion of others in the class. 

A Choi.—God is a God of great power, 
In heaven above and in earth beneath, in 
whatever pertains to all things, God exer- 
cises authority according to his own will. 
He needs not to consult with the angels, nor 
to ask their advice. Now when God made 
Adam, He placed him in the garden. 
He gave him authority and dominion 
over all living creatures therein. Fur- 
thermore, in every matter that came up, 
Adam had a free will of his own, to do 
just as he chose, 

Chek: Soi— God made Adam pure ; 
moreover, his conscience was holy. He 
was humble. His heart was filled with 
love. mind was constantly engaged 
in thinking about God, and how he should 
render glory to Him. 

Chek Puna.— God took his own image 
and fashioned man after it. He had dis 
positions and mental abilities like God. 
He could discriminate between things. 
Ife could think, and reason, and decide. 
God gave him talent, and constituted him 
a governor on the earth. All the beasts 
were under him. 


He was lord on earth, 
as God is Lord in heaven. . 
Missionary.— Brethven, what you have 
all said is partly to the point and partly 
not. What Chek Suan said upon the duty 
of Adam to serve God is all very true; 
but it has nothing to do with this subject. 
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What we are now talking about is,“ What 
is meant by Adam's being made in the 


image of God.” Some things that Chek 
Soi said were also not pertinent. Adam 
was at first humble, but we cannot say 
that the image of God consisted in hu- 
mility. The other remarks must receive 
more consideration. 

The image of God ean hardly be said 
to have consisted in Adam's being endow- 
ed with dominion. This is a mere ex- 
ternal attribute. We sometimes say of a 
child, “ He is the very image of his 
father.” We that he 
some degree of authority like his father, 


never mean has 
or that he does the same things that his 
We mean, the child himself 


is just like his father, and that to see the 


father does. 


son would at once make you think of the 
father. Besides all this, Adam was first 
made in the image of God, and then the 
dominion was bestowed upon him after- 
ward, as you will see by reading the 
chapier. 

To say that Adam was like God in 
that he was holy and righteous, as God 
is, is direct to the purpose, Por holiness 
is something inherent in the nature of 
God, and righteousness is but the break- 
ing forth of that holiness in the various 
works of His hands. But still this is not 
all that is implied in being made in the 
image of God. 

But before we go further, let some one 
turn to Col. iii: 10— (Chek Suan read)— 
“And have put on the new man, which 
is renewed in knewledge afier the image 
of Him that created him.” What now 
does this passage indicate ? 

Chek Suan.—*“ Put on the new man.” 
This is as a man does when he has given 
to him a suit of clean clothes. He throws 
the old ones away and puts on the new. 
Ife is to imitate the example given hin, 
and become like God's likeness. 

Chek Puna.—Is it not rather to be- 
come like Adam before his fall, when he 
was pure and holy ? 

Chek Soi.—It refers to his being “ born 
again,” and becoming a new man, that is, 
a man made new again. 
Missionary.—You are all three correct 
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as to this change being attended with a 
casting aside of bad habits and the forma- 
tion of good habits. But Chek Puna’s 
statement does not point far enough back. 
It was not simply restoration to the image 
of Adam, but to the image of God, as the 
words indicate,—“ After the image of Him 
who created him.” An illustration will 
help us to understand what is meant by 
renewed.” 

Suppose a king to have taken a strik- 
IIc is a man of 
All 


these qualities express themselves in his 


ing portrait of himself. 
great majesty, wisdom and goodness, 


countenance, and are very accurately re- 
Every one 
who sees it is struck with its truthfulness. 
They see the character of the king, stand- 


presented in the portrait. 


ing out in living freshness on the canvass. 
The likeness is greatly admired, not mere- 
ly for the skill and genius displayed in its 
execution and finish, but for the sake of 
the exhibited. 
But a wicked and ruthless hand assails 


beloved monarch there 


the beautiful portrait. The canvass is 
rolled and crumpled together. The vivid 
coloring is effaced. Stains and blots ap- 
pear on every part, so that the lineaments 
no longer appear as they were originally 
drawn, but are discolored and distorted. 
It is become totally unlike him whom it 
was designed to represent. The monarch, 
in this case, again takes the likeness in 
hand. ‘The same skillful artist that origin- 
ally did the work is again employed. The 
portrait is reproduced, the blot and stain 
all washed away. The impress of royal 
majesty and benignity again appear. So 
it is with us. The image of God has been 
defaced by sin and the enemy of our 
The Holy Spirit operates upon the 
soul, and renews it after the original 


souls. 


image of God, so that once more the man 
becomes an image of his Creator. 

But let us put together our various 
ideas on this subject, and see what con- 
stituted Adam “the image of God.” 

1. The substance of Adam’s soul was 
a spiritual substance, something refined 
and subtle; something having a begin- 
ning indeed, but as deathless as is its 
Creator. We must think the “ image” 
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_ began with this, but the Bible throws no 


light on this point, and we must not pre- 
sume to judge of anything lying beyond 
the little cirele illumined by the lamp in 
our hand. We cannot possibly tell what 
lies outside of this circle. We may con- 
jecture, but conjecture is never safe on a 
point which lies in darkness so profound. 

2. Adam had reasoning faculties like 
God. He could perceive, and understand, 
and compare. God is omniscient. Ile 
gave to Adam a mind capable of acquir- 
ing and retaining vast stores of know- 
ledge, so as to be in a faint degree like 
God. Had he not sinned, he would now 
have possessed an incalculable amount of 
wisdom. God knows the end from the 
beginning. He knows all things that ever 
will occur in the remotest depths of eter- 
nity. He made Adam with a faculty 
which had a faint resemblance to this. 
Man can foresee many things before they 
come to pass. The laws of God, by which 
He governs the world, are immutable, and 
man may study these things, and, tens of 
years and sometimes hundreds of years 
beforehand, may know what will take 
place in the world around him. God is 
infinite in wisdom, and knows how to 
adapt means to ends, so as to bring all 
his purposes to pass with unerring cer- 
tainty. In this respect, too, man’s facul- 
ties are in a faint degree like God's. He 
can form wise and sagacious plans, and 
so contrive that apparently the most un- 
suitable agencies will aid him in accom- 
plishing his plans. So too with all the 
mental faculties. Whatever the mind of 
God does in an infinite degree, the mind 
of man can imitate in a very finite degree. 

3. Adam’s affections and tastes were 
like God’s. He was so constituted that 
he loved the same objects that God loves. 
He took pleasure in studying those things 
that God views with complacency. His 
employments showed how congenial to 
his heart were the works of his Creator. 
God made a beautiful garden. Adam's 
delight was to dress and to keep it. God 
created the fowls of the air and the beasts 
of the field. Adam's delight was to study 
their various natures and qualities, and 
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give them names accordingly. All these 
affections and tastes were elevated and 
perfectly holy. Not the least degree of 
sin mixed with any of thet. 

4. Adam’s will was free like God’s. 
God is Lord over all. “ He giveth ac- 
count to none of any of his matters.” So 
was Adam free, at liberty to do just as he 
chose ;—subject to none of the other pow- 
ers of heaven, “ whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities ;” entirely 
independent, even of “ Michael, the arch- 
angel,” and accountable to God only. 
Until Eve was created to be “a help 
meet for him,” God was his only com- 
panion ; and, aside from God's will, he 
had no other will to consult but his own. 

5. Adam was like God in the union 
and harmony of all his faculties and af- 
fections. This is a consideration of great 
importance; for here we see strikingly 
displayed the effects of the fall. God has 
many and various attributes pertaining to 
his divine essence. But these eternally 
sustain the same relation to each other. 
One attribute will never be sacrificed to 
another. Two attributes will never clash 
with each other. For instance, mercy 
would have compassion on the sinner, 
but it will never do so at the expense 
of justice. It will first satisfy justice, and 
then gratify its own infinite yearnings 
over the lost. 

In a similar way was Adam constituted. 
Ilis various faculties and affections ex- 
erted themselves each in its own proper 
sphere, and never exceeded their own 
appropriate limits. He never knew what 
it was to feel a single twinge of internal 
conflict. There was no jarring, no in- 
ordinate influence exerted by any one 
affection against another. But this del- 
icate equipoise was disturbed by Satan. 
All then became confusion. Adam's soul 
became a collection of disturbed, discord- 
ant, and disarranged passions, in constant 
conflict with each other. 

Here now we see in what the image of 
God did consist; and we see how it has 
been lost ; and we see, too, what the gos- 
pel proposes todo. The Holy Spirit will 
restore this image. The mental faculties 
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will be illuminated, the affections purified 
and renewed, the balance and adjustment 
of the various powers of the soul will be 
restored, and we shail be renewed in 
knowledge after the image of Him that 
created us. We shall again be made like 
God, through Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit. 

In one respect Adam was not like God. 
He did not know good and evil. The 
malice and craft of Satan, overreaching 
itself, brought this to pass. “ And the 
Lord God said, Behold the man is be- 
come as one of us, to know good and 
evil.” God knows good and evil, because 
he is infinite in knowledge. Adam knew 
it only when he became disobedient; but 
he knew it in such a way as brought 
on him the punishment of death. How 
astonishingly have the wiles of Satan been 


overruled to the promotion of the glory of | has been done” in the Chinese depart- 


the elect! The redeemed sinner will enter 
heaven having a new feature of resem- 
blance to the Godhead, but completely 
purified of the sin that accompanied its 
acquisition, while he is fitted in a new 
respect for eternal loyalty to his God, and 
for the proper exercise of the authority 
and dominion that will be bestowed on 
him in the world to come. 


Personal Labors—Schools— Demand for Eng- 
lish. 


Oct. 14. My occupations during the 
year have hardly called for a special 
notice. All may be summed up very 
brietly, — abating the interruptions con- 
sequent upon the delicate state of Mrs. 
Ashmore’s health, and which required me 
to be absent much in our boat. I have 
been engaged in tract distribution and 
preaching,—and teaching the native assist- 
ants. 

In the early part of the year I was en- 
abled to spend the bulk of my time in 
preaching, or talking rather, in various 
places about the city. During the cold 
season, some four months were spent on 
the eastern and western shores of the gulf; 
but being all the time in the midst of pop- 
ulation, my opportunities of preaching 
were not at all circumscribed. Returning 


Siam. — Letters from Mr. Ashmore. 101 


from these outposts on the commencement 
of the rains, we endeavored again to re- 
sume the usual course of labor. 

The last two or three months, we have 
been making a special effort to increase 
the stock of bible knowledge possessed by 
the assistants. Br. Telford, unless unex- 
pectedly interrupted, attends the meetings 
of the class, and we unite our views and 
opinions in directing their study of the 
scriptures. We have been much encour- 
aged with their progress thus far. The 
notes of some of these exercises, which 
are now forwarded, will help to a concep- 
tion of the method pursued. The rains 
will now soon be over; and we shall be pre- 
pared to go forth into the highways, to 
proclaim the gospel of the kingdom as the 
Providence of God may direct. 

With reference to schools, “ but little 


ment. Mrs. Ashmore, since her return 
from Anghin, has had the children of the 
church members, residing near us, daily 
instructed in Chinese. These lessons she 
has personally directed. In regard to 
schools generally, as connected with our 
department, it is known that there are 
here in Siam very few native Chinese 
children. A school of pure Chinese could 
be formed with the utmost difficulty. The 
children of Chinese fathers, having Siam- 
ese mothers, invariably speak Siamese 
better than they do Chinese. To learn to 
read Chinese is a work of great difliculty ; 
whereas Siamese is comparatively easy. 
Notwithstanding this, a Chinese class can 
be obtained at almost any time. At the 
same time we do not consider this the most 
profitable form of effort. We do not en- 
gage in schools, because we prefer a more 
scriptural kind of labor. 

There is now a great request for English 
tuition. Parents are anxious to have their 
sons learn English, because it furnishes so 
advantageous a way of earning a living. 
We might have a school any day, if we 
would only give a little instruction each 
forenoon in English. We are not blind to | 
their motives. Nor are we blind to the 
temptation which it brings upon the native 
youth. Few, very few, of them ever stay 
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in school long enough to obtain more than 
a mere smattering of English. “ A little 
knowledge is a dangerous thing” never 
seemed more impressively true than in 
reference to native children in Siam learn- 
ing English. It is a “key” indeed; but 
a pupil who progresses scarcely beyond 
the easy sentences of Webster's Spelling- 
book, can hardly be expected to unlock 
any science with it but the science of 
money-getting. And this, I know, is done 
sometimes at the sacrifice of all the good 
they acquired in other matters by being 
associated with missionaries. It will be 
understood, then, why we have attempted 
so little in this department. We would not 
disparage schools ; we would simply mag- 
nify the work of preaching, and teaching 
“doctrine”—the truth as it is in Jesus. 
(Although, even if our views were not of 
this texture, we should not have done any 
thing in schools during the past year.) 

Br. Telford and myself’ assumed the 
responsibility of supporting the assistants, 
in case the collections and contributions of 
the church should ‘be found insuflicient. 
We are now through the year. The 
church has done more, and consequently 
we have been called upon to do less, than 
we expected. 

Our last communion season was a time 
of interest. Two converts were baptized. 


NINGPO MISSION. 


LETTERS FROM MR. KNOWLTON, 


Baptisms—Sceptical Inquiries of a Literary 


Ningpo, Oct. 1, 1857.—At our last com- 
munion we received two persons into the 
church by baptism. One, a trader on a 
small scale near the west gate of Ningpo 
city, was brought to the chapel by one of 
our members more than a year ago, and 
has been a regular attendant ever since. 
He can read but little and is not very in- 
telligent, but seems sincere. The other is 
the wife of our assistant Wong, (formerly 
a tradesman at Chusan, where he was con- 
verted,) and was brought to Christ through 
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the labors of her husband. She is the 
second whom he has been directly instru- 
mental in bringing to a knowledge of the 
truth. Thus the truth works like leaven. 
May God speed the day when this whole 
immense mass may be leavened. 

We have at present two or three inquir- 
ers, who attend pretty regularly at the 
chapel. A few also are inquiring at Chu- 
san. Recently, a literary man from Tie 
Chiu has frequently been at the chapel, 
and held conversations and discussions 
with the assistants. Ile has a very acute 
mind, and is fond of metaphysical specu- 
lations. He has been reading the Serip- 
tures, and is ready to raise sceptical objec- 
tions at every turn. For instance, he 
inquires, “ Why is it that Moses, in his 
account of creation, placed the creation of 
light before that of the sun, moon and 
stars?” Again, “Why, since God is 
good, did he not sustain Adam in his 
temptation, so that he should not sin?” 
Altogether, he thinks Moses’ account of 
the creation, fall, &e., very silly and a 
myth. Ie thinks it very absurd that the 
Almighty God should have required six 
days’ time to create the world; and that 
it is absurd even to apply the term “ make” 
or “ create” to the act of a spiritual being, 
such terms conveying a gross or material 
idea. He is horrified at the representation 
given by Moses, and throughout the Old 
Testament, of the familiarity of Jehovah 
He re- 
gards it as very dishonoring to God, and 
concludes that if the Jews had so intimate 
intercourse with a superior being, he must 
have been a devil! With reference to 
Christ, he thinks he was a very good man, 
and for the most part taught good doctrine ; 
he considers himself a believer in him. 
But he objects to the Saviour’s declaration, 
that “ he that loveth father or mother more 
than me, is not worthy of me ;"—and in- 
quires also, how it was that a man should 
be born blind for the purpose of Christ's 
working a miracle upon him. He thinks 
the missionaries, and their assistants, in 
their teaching and preaching are “ too 
shallow ;” not philosophical enough. 


The above affords a fair specimen of 


with men, and of men with him. 
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the views and impressions of a literary 
man of the more thinking and philosophic 
class, on his first superficial examina- 
tion of the Christian Scriptures, and on 
first listening to the gospel. A glance at 
their philosophy will indicate the grounds 
of their views respecting the language of 
the Old Testament Scriptures, and the 
declarations of Christ. 


Principles of Chinese Philosophy. 


The oldest philosophers among the Chi- 
nese, and with them the present race of 
literary men, hold” that the universe was 
produced, subsists, and is controlled, by an 
ultimate entity, called the Tae Keih. 
The name, literally rendered, means 
“The Great Extreme.” It is composed of 
the Le and the Che inseparably united, 
has existed from eternity, and is omni- 
present and boundless. The Ze may be 
translated “ ultimate principle,” the Che 
“ultimate essence.” The ultimate princi- 
ple is the eternal rule of order and right. 
The ultimate essence is the primary, in- 
visible and most subtile form of matter. 
The ultimate essence is ever active. Its 
movement is a perpetual oscillation, which 
is usually expressed by terms literally sig- 
nifying opening and shutting. ‘Terms sig- 
nifying expanding and contracting are 
also sometimes used; the general terms 
motion and rest may, however, be appro- 
priately and conveniently employed. This 
movement originally was uncaused, and 
has been going on from eternity. In 
motion there is the germ or cause of rest ; 
in rest is the germ or cause of motion; so 
that motion, when at its extreme limit, is 
followed by rest, and when rest is at its 
extreme limit then begins motion; and 
both are caused by the eternal law of 
change. The opening or motion of the 
ultimate essence has by translators been 
styled the male principle, positive essence, 
&e.; and its influence described as active, 
expansive, being perpetually employed in 
evolving, producing, or transforming. The 
shutting or rest has been styled the female 
principle, negative essence, &c., and its 
influence described as passive, intensive, 
and as employed in dissolving, destroying 
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or uniting. Thus operating, the ultimate 
essence originally produced from itself the 
five elements — metal, wood, water, fire 
and earth; and then, by a perpetual re- 
volving, arranged and formed them into 
the heavens and the earth, and all the 
multifarious objects of nature as they now 
exist. It causes the revolution of the sea- 
sons, the succession of day and night, cold 
and heat, plenty and scarcity, growth and 
decay’; in short, all the changes that are in- 
cessantly going on throughout the realm 
of nature. In the realm of mind and 
morals it is equally active. The ultimate 
essence is capable of exerting both a good 
and bad influence upon the moral charae- 
ter of men. If the essence under whose 
influence a person is born, is good, then 
his natural disposition and moral character 
will be good; if evil, then they will be 
bad. Thus moral evil is introduced into 
the world. 

All these movements are, in general, 
controlled and regulated by the ultimate 
principle—or the eternal rule of order and 
right. This principle joined with the ul- 
timate essence, determines the kind, the 
number, the form, the use, the adaptation, 
the perfect mechanism, of all its produe- 
tions. Hence it is improper to speak of 
“marks of design and skill” in the objects 
and phenomena of nature, because they 
are but the necessary result of the influ- 
ence of the ultimate principle. In man, 
whatever is right and proper, or, to use 
the language of Chinese authors, “ benev- 
olence, righteousness, propriety and wis- 
dom,” all are but the exhibitions of this 
principle of right. It constitutes his con- 
science, and is the source of all virtue. 
This principle cannot err. All the irregu- 
larities that arise either in the natural or 
moral world, are the result of the action 
of the ultimate essence, which is often 
very irregular, and overcomes the influ- 
ence of the ultimate principle. Man’s 
nature, under the influence of the ultimate 
principle, is originally good and holy ; 
and all men would ever remain perfectly 
good and holy, were it not for the corrupt- 
ing influence often exerted by the ultimate 
essence and by bad example. Holiness 
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consists in a character conformed to the 
ultimate principle. Hence the cultivation 
of virtue consists in striving to be conform- 
ed to that principle, and resisting the in- 
fluence of the evil essence. Whoever thus 
strives, aids the principle in controlling 
the essence ; and these efforts, if diligently 
persevered in, will result in complete con- 
formity to the ultimate principle ; a state 
of perfection in knowledge and virtue. 
But three or four in China have ever at- 
tained this state ; Confucius was the last. 


This Philosophy, a System of Atheism. 


Many literary men seem to have a vague 
idea of a great Superior Intelligence pro- 
duced by the united action of this princi- 
ple and essence. That Intelligence, how- 
ever, subsists by and is under the control 
of “the Great Extreme,” and has no special 
care for, or ultimate authority over the 
world.* Hence in either case, whether 
there is but the subtile, incorporeal, intel- 
ligent essence and principle of the great 
extreme, or whether from them has beon 
produced a great Intelligence, the result is 
the same ; there is no personal independent 
God, who is sovereign of the universe, 
whose will is law, and to whom all other 
intelligent beings are accountable. <A 
principle regulates all things, and every 
deviation from it, (i. e. every sin,) carries 
with it its own punishment. The whole 
theory, in a word, seems to be this,—the 
universe is self-existent, containing in itself 
the rule and power by which it was pro- 
duced and is sustained and regulated. 
Atheism — self-sufficient, — brazen-faced 
atheism—is evidently the proper designa- 
tion for this philosophic system. 

Talk then to a man holding this system, 
or its chief features, of a God making the 
world ; of making a special revelation of 
his will to men; holding converse with 
men, and men with Him ; employing lan- 
guage and even a voice in giving commands 


* The soul of man is supposed to have been 
produced, and to subsist, in the same manner; 
and at death it is supposed to return to its orig- 
inal essence, to become diffused and lose its 
personality in the ultimate essence. 
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and promises and threatenings; and of con- 

cerning himself with all the petty affairs 
of men ;—it is to him all a mass of absur- 
dity, the mere vagaries of a myth. 

Still, these atheists cannot divest them- 
selves of the religious element in_ their 
nature—they must have objects of wor- 
ship. Heaven, earth, and man, being the 
visible manifestations of the principle and 
essence of “the Great Extreme,” which to 
them is the great first cause and producer 
of all things;—heaven, earth and man 
having the merit also of producers ;— 
these are the objects’ which they revere 
and worship. It is to these views of the 
literary men, undoubtedly, that the pow- 
erful hold of ancestral worship upon the 
mind of the nation is to be attributed, 
rather than to mere filial reverence. 

Persons also, who, by diligent conformity 
to “the ultimate principle,” and imbibing 
largely of the good influence of “ the ulti- 
mate essence,” have become sages and 
heroes, are at their death deified by the 
emperor, and are henceforth objects of 
worship. The worship of heaven and 
earth, ancestors, deified sages and heroes, 
constitutes the state religion of China. 
All other religions, even Buddhism and 
Tauism, are merely permitted; they are 
not recognized by government. 


Relations of this Philosophy to the popular 
Faith. 


This state religion, or philosophy, com- 
pounded of a singular mixture of atheism 
and idolatry, sustained by as pure a mor- 
ality as mere philosophy ever taught, 
strengthened by the whole power of the 
government, by consummate ignorance 
and national pride, and by a vast antiquity, 
rears a granite, impregnable front on every 
side of this great empire, and seems to bid 
defiance to the successful introduction of 
the gospel, and the triumph of the cross. 
Its votaries constitute the strength of the 
nation. They are the scholars; the in- 
structors of the youth; the counsellors of 
the common people; they constitute the 
medium through which the popular will is 
made known and becomes effective ; and 


from their ranks, all offices of government 
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are filled. They feel themselves strong in 
numbers and in power, and in confiding in 
the superior wisdom of their venerated 


sages. For “red-haired barbarians” to 
come from afar, and attempt to overthrow 
the long established doctrines of their own 
divine and holy ancestors, they look upon 
with the utmost disgust and contempt. 
Did they not regard the scheme of chris- 
tianizing the nation as wholly utopian, 
they would undoubtedly be filled with 
madness, and would use every possible 
means to destroy our influence, and rid us 
from the country. As it is, they only 
cherish a secret hate, and, keeping aloof, 
make merry over our puny and supposed 
fruitless efforts. Their language is, “ You 
missionaries may possibly convert women 
and foolish men, but never the intelligent 
and literary classes.” The worship of an- 
cestors is that to which they are especially 
attached, and is the last idolatrous practice 
they will be willing to renounce. A liter- 
ary man once said to me, while engaged 
with him in warm debate, (a thing by the 
way they very seldom engage in,) “ Rather 
than have the worship of ancestors abol- 
ished, I would have my head severed from 
my body.” 


Death of Seng—Chinese Rites of Burial. 


Dec. 2.—I have been called to aid in 
burying another of our members, by the 
name of Seng. He died, I think, in the 
exercise of faith and a good hope in Christ. 
His wife is not a member of the church, 
but recently has earnestly requested bap- 
tism. Iler motives, however, I believe are 
not pure ; like most others, she evidently 
cares more for her body than her soul. 

The burial of Seng was left to his rela- 
tives, except that we had a Christian ser- 
vice instead of heathen rites; and I also 
thought it prudent to be present when the 
corpse was put into the coflin, lest some of 
the heathen practices might creep in. 
They had a feast, as usual; but with this 
important difference, the food was not first 
offered to departed spirits. They had two 
large candles, which by the heathen are 
always set upon the table with the offer- 
ings ; but in this instance they were used 
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simply as lights, except that once they 
were placed by some one present, who 

knew nothing of Christianity, on the coffin 

when the corpse had been placed in it. I 

at once removed them ; and took occasion 

to remark that the soul had gone to a 

world so bright that not even the sun, 

much less a candle, was required. The 

corpse was fully clothed, from head to 

foot, with the usual wearing apparel. 

Though the family is very poor, extra suits 

of clothing, carefully folded up, were 

about to be placed in the coffin beside the 

corpse, when I interposed, to the astonish- 
ment of all the relatives and friends 
present, and objected to such a waste. I 
knew the object, which after some equivo- 
cating they admitted ; the clothing was to 
be used by the spirit in the future world. 
A fan, some little bags for carrying rice 
and tobacco, &e., and a pipe, flint &e., 
were also to be placed in the coflin for the 
same purpose. To all these I objected, 
though it is the universal custom to bury 
them with the dead; and endeavored to 
impress them with the folly of supposing 
that such things are required in the spirit- 
world, and to impart to them some idea of 
the blessed condition of those who are so 
happy as to get to heaven, where we 
hoped the deceased had gone. They im- 
mediately yielded the point, and the arti- 
cles designated were retained. A number 
of little bags of lime, and five or six cov- 
erlets of coarse material, about a foot wide 
and five feet in length, I did not feel called 
upon to forbid being buried with the 
corpse. 

The matter of burial and the making of 
tombs, in China, annually cost an immense 
amount. The burial of beggars who lie 
down and die about the streets, being per- 
formed by an inferior oflicer of govern- 
ment merely for the purpose of getting 
them out of the way, is a summary and 
cheap affair. A rough board coflin is 
procured, at a place where they are fur- 
nished at cost by a Chinese benevolent 
society ; (benevolent societies, at least in 
name, are nothing new in China;) a 
couple of men, hired for a few cash by the 
officer, bring it to the place where the 
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corpse lies ; this is taken just as it is with 
but a few rags about it, the lid is nailed 
down, and without further ceremony the 
whole is borne to some retired spot and 
left on the top of the ground. 

The poorest who are not beggars by 
profession, and who have any friends, 
must have a decent burial, though it take 
every thing the family possesses. A strong 
coffin costing at least two or three dollars, 
and extra clothing, &c. &c., must be pro- 
cured ; a feast to all the friends must be 
provided; and offerings must be made to 
the departed spirits and the gods; so that 
the expense of a funeral, exclusive of a 


_ tomb, is at least eight or ten dollars, a 


great amount for the poorer class of Chi- 
nese. In the burial of the rich, hundreds 
of dollars are expended on the coffin and 
the rich clothing and other articles depos- 
ited in it. Money is often deposited. And 
tombs are often built at an expense of sev- 
eral thousand dollars. 

Formerly, some high officers not only 
had rich clothing, utensils, money, &c., 
buried with them, but required their favor- 
ite servants to be slain, for the purpose of 
having their services in the spirit-world. 

The expenses of heathenism are incom- 
parably more than are required to support 
Christianity and the propagation of the 
gospel. The immense sums expended on 
temples, idols, offerings, feasts, processions, 
burials, support of priests, and travel to 
distant places of worship, and the amount 
of time consumed in idolatrous services 
and ceremonies, ought to put Christians to 
shame for their covetousness and want of 


zeal in giving the gospel to the world. 


LETTER FROM DR. MACGOWAN, 


A Christian Soldier—Vicissitudes of War. 


“ The Soldier’s return” formed a para- 
graph in one of my letters more than a 
year ago. ‘Tung, the brother referred to, 
has been repeatedly mentioned in letters 
from Ningpo. Besides being a soldier, he, 
like most others in the army, when not in 
active service, was engaged in business. 
He traded in second-hand articles, and 
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kept a shop directly opposite the house 
which we hired and fitted up as a preach- 
ing place, and where we subsequently 
erected the West Gate chapel. He con- 
sequently had constant opportunities of 
hearing the gospel. 

He embraced Christianity with much 
reluctance, as he was one of those men, 
so rare in China, who are earnest in mat- 
ters of religion. He was a sincere Buddh- 
ist, and a man of note among the active 


adherents of that sect, being zealous in 
collecting money for the repair of temples, 
in which way he had acquired considerable 
merit. Of his conversion, now about eight 
years ago, we have never had reason to 
doubt. For an illiterate man, (he could 
barely read a tract,) he was remarkably 
intelligent, and a very fluent speaker, with 
great powers of persuasion. More than 
three years ago his regiment was ordered 
to the seat of war, sometimes in one prov- 
ince and sometimes in another. When we 
last heard from him, he was in the city of 
Wu-yuen, in the adjacent province of 
Ngan-hwui. 

A short time since, Ningpo was thrown 
into excitement by rumors of the defeat 
of the imperialist forces at Wu-yuen, in 
which many persons from this place fell. 
We are now in possession of particulars, 
and have received the sad intelligence that 
br. Tung was made prisoner. A soldier 
who escaped’ informs me that Tung was 
overtaken in the flight, that he offered a 
quantity of silver to his captors for his lib- 
eration, but was refused; and with two 
comrades was tied by the hair together, 
and led back to Wu-yuen. This soldier 
testified to the high standing of our brother, 
as one who constantly exhorted men to be 

It is rare that quarter is shown to an 
enemy, in Chinese warfare, and it is most 
likely that Tung’s fluency of speech and 
knowledge of Christianity saved him. He 
no doubt announced himself as of the same 
religion as the insurgents, and claimed 

*their protection as a brother. Beyond 
this, there is no room for conjecture. It is 
as difficult to say what will become of him 


as to predict the issue of the present con- 
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flict. Let us pray that he may find favor 
with his captors, and be of use in showing 
them a more excellent way. They rever- 
ence the Sacred Scriptures, and have not 
dared to corrupt them; yet the marks 
they give of an imperfect renunciation: of 
heathenism, are very discouraging. 
Tung’s family have importuned me to 
attempt opening a communication with 
him. Hearing that foreign steamers have 
visited Nanking, they think something may 
be done through that channel. Poor peo- 
ple! They have little knowledge of such 
things, and of the geography of their own 
part of the world. I have undertaken to 
make inquiries of the Roman Catholic bish- 
op of Kiangsi, a former patient of mine, who 
is surrounded and protected by the insur- 
gents. But as he resides in another prov- 
ince, separated by high mountains from 
that in which Tung is a prisoner, there is 
faint prospect that even a little can be 
done towards getting intelligence of him. 
For his integrity and courage, he had been 
rewarded with a crystal button and pro- 
moted to a situation in the commisariat. 


BURMAH. 


LETTER FROM MR. ALLEN. 


Labors in the City—Schools and the Priest- 
h 


Tavoy, Oct. 1, 1857.—My last date was 
March 17th, giving you an account of my 
jungle travels during the cool season. 
After the rains were fairly set in, I com- 
menced my labors again at the Pane-dau 
zayat, where I have spent more or less 
time nearly every week the greater part 
of the rains. It has caused me great pain, 
however, to perceive that those who have 
been listeners for the last two years, are 
now no more ready to embrace the gospel 
than those who listen for the first time. 
On funeral days I have generally had for 
one or two hours a large congregation ; but 
on such occasions the people are generally 
noisy, and the truth produces but little 
effect. 

The rains this year have been very heavy, 
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more so than they have been known to be 
for the last twenty years; I have not 
therefore been able to get out every day, 
Nor have I centered all my labors at one 
zayat, as formerly ; but have been in dif- 
ferent parts of the town, and made fre- 
quent visits to several monasteries and 
supplied the young men with books. Sev- 
eral of the priests of Tavoy, and of the 
villages about, have called on me, and we 
have had free discussions on my verandah, 
I have also had more or less calls for books, 
from the young men in the monasteries, 
and I have reason to hope that in some 
instances an impression for good has been 
made. One young man in the yellow cloth 
confessed one evening that the idols which 
he was lighting up in the idol house are 
nothing, and that it did no good to worship 
them. Ile and a brother of his had such 
clear views of the Christian religion as to 
excite my curiosity to enquire concerning 
them. I found they had spent several 
years in Mrs. Bennett’s school, and were 
the grandchildren of our good old Ko Myat 
Lay. ‘Their parents, however, were both 
heathen. ‘They expressed a disgust towards 
the priesthood, and said they would not 
have entered it but for the wish of their 
parents, and would cast off the priestly 
garments at the close of the rains. I am 
confident that no children educated in our 
school will ever enter the priesthood of 
their own accord; nor will those who are 
put there, remain any longer than till they 
have a favorable opportunity to get away. 


‘Going out into the Highways and Hedges.” 


For the last two or three weeks I have 
directed my attention more particularly to 
a zayat near the government wharf, in 
which every evening large companies are 
accustomed to assemble. Some seem to 
think my coming an intrusion, while others 
appear to relish the word, and have come 
to my house after books. Another way 
in which I have tried to bring the truth 
to bear upon the minds of at least a few, 
has been to go out in the latter part of the 
week, and invite people to come to chapel 
on the Sabbath. Many refuse to come, 
while some, who are friendly disposed 
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towards the teacher, are willing to be seen 
seated among the Christians. And when 
once within the house of worship, I am 
sure of their ears until the services are 
through. I have thus, on some occasions, 
had the pleasure of seeing a number of 
ungodly persons at worship, who would 
not have been present but for my impor- 
tunity. However it may seem to people 
in America, that the preacher should invite 
others to come and hear him preach, it is 


perfectly proper here. 


Provision for the Young—The Aged not 
turned away. 


My Bible class and Sabbath school, 
numbering from fifty to eighty attendants, 
has been kept up during the rains with an 
apparently increasing interest. On several 
occasions a seriousness has prevailed among 
the youth, that I have never before witness- 
ed. Ican but hope that ere long we may be- 
gin to reap a harvest from this portion of 
our field. 

We have had but one addition by bap- 
tism during the year. The man whom we 
have received is past the age of eighty. 
He heard the gospel for the first time 
about five years ago, while a priest in a 
monastery in ‘Toung byouk, from the lips 
of Sau Quala. Soon after this, he cast off 
the yellow robes and betook himself to 
husbandry. Ife came to me some three 
years ago and asked for baptism; but so 
dark was his mind, and vague his ideas 
respecting the Christian religion, that none 
were willing to grant him admittance to 
our number. He continued his visits, 
however, from time to time, invariably 
asking for baptism but as invariably denied, 
until, about four weeks ago, we felt that 
we could deny him no longer. He was 
therefore examined, and was unanimously 
received by the church. The pastor, Ko 
Myat Lay, baptized him. A more pleas- 

ing baptism I never witnessed. ‘Two old 
men, both past eighty, went down into the 
water their faces beaming with joy, lit up, 
no doubt, by the Holy Spirit; and in the 
liquid stream, the old man who had for 
threescore years and ten been a worship- 
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as a god, found a burial like to that of his 
Saviour, whom he now openly confessed 
before the world. The next day he “ went 
on his way rejoicing,” to his jungle home 
fifty miles distant. He has been down 
once since to spend the Sabbath, and ex- 
pressed a strong desire to have the teacher 
visit his village and preach to the people 
the glad tidings of salvation. We have 
great reason to think that he is in deed 
and in truth a child of God, although en- 
tering the fold at the eleventh hour. 

The church, we have reason to think, is 
in a healthy condition. No exclusions 
have occurred during the year. One man 
for a short time was suspended, but at the 
next communion season he made humble 
confession of his delinquency, and was 
restored to the fellowship of the church. 


ASSAM. 
LETTER FROM MR. DANFORTH. 


We take the following extracts from a letter 
written by Mr. Danforth while beginning to 
recover from a severe illness, and under some 
apprehensions of being shortly required to 
accompany his family to this country on ac- 
count of Mrs. D's. health. The allusion in 
the first paragraph is to cases of church dis- 
cipline, some of which had resulted in excision. 


iowahati, Noy. 30, 1857.—I wrote you, 
in my last, of some of the severe trials this 
church has been passing through. I believe, 
with the blessing of God we should sur- 
vive the shock, could I remain here, and 
that we should soon be in a better state 
to labor than we have been for a long 
time. Indeed I think I see indications of 
it already. Then there are the Kachari 
villages, for whom I have been laboring 
the past summer. 


Hopeful State of the Kacharis. 


I regard them asin a hopeful condition ; 
and I have an influence over them which 
it would take another man a long time to 
acquire. When I went out among them 
they treated me with the warmest hospi- 
tality, very different from what I have 


per of false gods, and had been worshipped 


been subjected to in any other villages. 
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About fifty of them were present at wor- 
ship on the Sabbath. They all kneel in 
prayer, and manifest a good deal of inter- 
est. I gave them five rupees towards 
building a chapel, and they have promised 
to furnish the rest. They are, mostly, 
independent farmers, and pay their reve- 
nue taxes promptly. The most discourag- 
ing features in their case are, that most of 
them drink their rice toddy, and that they 
are very superstitious. They believe in 
the claims of the Christian religion, but 
think they must perform certain rites to 
prevent evil spirits from destroying their 
crops, or wild beasts from preying upon 
themselves or their cattle. They are very 
ignorant, and require a great deal of in- 
struction; but I think some seed has taken 
root, and if judiciously cultivated, it will 
in no distant day yield a plentiful harvest. 

I have told you ina previous letter that 
their head man has been dismissed by the 
magistrate for oppression, and that, of their 
own accord, they have asked me to give 
them one who is a Christian. I have ac- 
cordingly given them Apinta, and he has 
been more than a month withthem. They 
greatly respect him, and some of them are 
at worship with him every evening. I 
have also given them a native Christian 
for a teacher. This secures to them two 
good native Christian families. These 
plants I have nourished with the greatest 
care, and have now planted them in the 
wilderness. May a gracious God cause 
them to flourish, until the whole wilderness 
shall bud and blossom as the rose. 

A large number of these Kacharis came 
into the station in the height of my sick- 
ness, and manifested the greatest sympa- 
thy for me. ‘They came every day to see 
me. I talked to them as I was able. ‘Two 
of them told me that they had given up 
all their superstitions and now worshipped 
only Christ. They are both influential 
persons. 

My hotel, as I call it,* is now most of 
the time filled. I have just had in it, two 
or three times, some forty Kacharis from 


*A zayat for travellers, adjoining the station. 
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other villages. It is a good field of labor, 
both for me and the native Christians. 

I regret to say, that, owing to cholera 
and the disturbed state of the station on 
account of the mutiny, together with con- 
tinual evening services which I have had 
for most of the Summer with the Kacharis, 
I have not been able to do much bazaar 
preaching. In fact, I have scarcely been 
out. ‘The native Christians have gone out 
occasionally, but generally have been in- 
sulted by mussulmans, telling them that 
the Company's reign was at an end, and 
that when they should have the power, 
“their heads would go into the Brahma- 
putra very quick.” Still, I believe the 
good word is taking effect even in Gowa- 
hati, and I long to go out and sound the 
gospel trumpet. 

This year has apparently been unfavor- 
able, but a glorious day is dawning upon 
India. We may fitly say, “ Lift up your 
eyes and look on the fields, for they are 
white already to harvest.” Now is the 
time to send out the reapers. I hope the 
Baptist churches in America will not be 
remiss in their duty. 


GERMANY. 
LETTER FROM F. NIEMETZ. 
Missionary Tour — Consecrated Fruits. 


Memel, Nov. 18, 1857. returned 
yesterday from a missionary tour, My 
first station was Mistellen, a village 
about twenty-six miles from Memel. Our 
friends here, forty in number, had ar- 
ranged a love feast, which was preceded 
by a public meeting and the administra- 
tion of the Lord's Supper. The love 
feast, while conducing greatly to a re- 
alization of our happiness in Christ, served 
also as an opportunity for discussing the 
affairs of our Lord’s kingdom, as all these 
brethren and sisters can but rarely meet 
together. One of the matters discussed 
was the disposal of the “ mission potatoes.” 
The profits arising from the sale of them 
had originally been designed towards the 
building of an assembly room here; but 
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this plan was now abandoned, in favor of 
the general mission funds. It was inter- 
esting to hear of the efforts put forth by 
these simple brethren to do “ what they 
ean,” that is, to raise potatoes for the pur- 
pose specified. And that the High and 
Mighty One does not despise the smallest 
work of faith, is evident, in the plentiful 
crops our brethren have had. O that no 
Christian might rest satisfied, until he has 
devised some means by which he may aid 
in saving sinners from eternal destruction. 


Opening of a Chapel at Russ. 


From: Mistellen I proceeded to Russ, 
where on the 13th inst. the opening of 
the chapel took place. Our brethren of 
the Memel singing-choir had kindly come 
to add to our enjoyment. Our first greet- 
ing therefore, on entering br. Lambrecht’s 
residence, was a psalm of thanksgiving,— 
a fit prelude to the festival itself. After 
the ordinary opening service, I addressed 
the congregation from Rev. 21, 2-4. The 
singing of anthems and prayer closed the 
ceremony. 

Richly blessed, we then hastened to our 
various abodes, and after refreshment a 
Lithuanian service was held by br. Al- 
brecht. Not only was the chapel crowded 
again, but many were assembled around 
the doors. 
ship was ended; and now so great an 


At dusk the Lithuanian wor- 


influx of persons (about 250) took place, 
that the lights threatened to be extin- 
guished. 
held, in which several brethren took part. 
At the close of the day the German and 


A German service was now 


Lithuanian brethren and sisters together 
celebrated the Lord's Supper. 

It was a day of much blessing, and we 
recognized God's merciful visitation of 
Russ, inasmuch as he has, within two 
years, gathered together forty believers 
here, and given them, what many of our 
older churches still want, a suitable meet- 
ing room. 

On the following morning our partings 
took place ; but while the other brethren 
all left, it was evident that my time had 
not yet come. The steamer from Tilsit, 
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past, and left us on the pier, unable to 
account for the unusual occurrence. Be- 
ing now unable to leave till the following 
day, a service for the evening was an- 
nounced, and I had once more the plea- 
sure of preaching in the new chapel. 

The next day I reached Memel, and 
found our dear sisters assembled to work 
for the mission. May the Lord now fill 
his temple here and everywhere with 
holy zeal for his glory. 


LETTER FROM MR. LEMNMANN. 
The Churches at Berlin and Templin. 


Berlin, Jan. 21, 1858.—The Lord has 
blessed our church here the past year. 
Our clear increase will be about fifty, or 
not much less. Our meetings have gen- 
erally been well attended and continue to 
Much life is evinced in several 
departments of the activity of the church, 
and peace and joy have generally pre- 


be so. 


vailed. Cases of exclusion have been 
fewer than in previous years, and we 
look with confidence for still more prosper- 
ous times. 

In Prussia generally, also, our churches 
have prospered during the year past. The 
year has been a year of grace. Some re- 
gions have been much blessed, especially 
the church in Templin, which has had a 
net increase of 134 members. The pres- 


ent total is 299. 


Proceedings touching Religious Liberty. 


At the meeting of the Evangelical Alliance 
in Berlin, in September last, the Committee on 
Religious Liberty held several sessions. Mr. 
Lehmann proposed to send a deputation ora 
petition tothe king in behalf of the Baptists in 
Prussia. This measure failing to receive gen- 
eral approval was withdrawn. Notwithstand- 
ing, an address by Mr. Lehmann, and a few 
words from Mr. Koebner, produced a happy im- 
pression. Mr. Lehmann proceeds to say: 


Our great adversaries, the Lutheran 
party, were checked. Dr. Hengstenberg, 
in the Kirchenzeitung, goes so far as to 
express his love for me, though he feels 
constrained to oppose us strongly. Men 


instead of stopping as usual at Russ, shot 


of other parties were reconciled, and Dr. 
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Krummacher, 1m his closing speech before 
the king, queen, and court, spoke of the 
Baptists in high terms, and prophesied a 
peaceful connection henceforth. Sir Cul- 
ling Eardley, to whom we are indebted 
for many efforts in our behalf, rendered 


us still better services than before. Dur- 
ing his stay at Berlin, he spoke to Chevalier 
Bunsen and various other persons of dis- 
tinction in behalf of the Baptist churches. 
Talso had several interviews with him, in 
which we agreed upon a basis on which it 
was hoped that the recognition of our 
churches by the Prussian Government 
might be secured. 

It had been intimated that our former 
petitions had failed because our committee 
representing the Baptist churches (die 
ordnende Briider des Bundes) belonged 
to governments of different states and 
even republics (Ilamburg), and that it 
would be requisite to form a committee of 
Prussian brethren exclusively. If the 
committee were composed of brethren in 
Berlin, for example, it would be easy for 
them to hold transactions with the gov- 


ernment.  This-church, however, does 
not embrace precisely the persons most 
desirable to form such a committee. 


Other churches, such as those at Stettin, 
Memel and Elberfeld, possessing 
bers of intellect and fortune, present more 
suitable candidates for such a responsibil- 
ity. Sir Culling proposed that brethren 
in Stettin should be joined with myself, as 
a commitice such as the Prussian Baptist 
churches would recognize, and who should 
present ourselves in that capacity to the 
king. 1 agreed with him as to the prae- 
ticalility of the plan. In a subsequent 
interview with the king, Sir Culling laid 
the plan betore his majesty, who readily 
assented to it. 

It was then arranged that Sir Culling 
should write me a letter, fully explaining 
the project; that on the basis of that let- 
ter our committee, previously constituted, 
should petition the king for recognition. 
The king, it was thought, would send _ this 
petition to the Oberkirchenrath, (the high 
ecclesiastical body,) which was already 
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of Sir Culling, having among its members 
men of large heartsand liberal sentiments. 
It was supposed that this body would re- 
port favorably to the king on our petition, 
and that the king would subsequently 
issue the orders necessary to the realiza- 
tion of the plan. 

Accordingly Sir Cullen wrote the letter 
proposed, and I afterwards had an inter- 
view with Dr. Hoffmann, a counsellor of 
the Oberkirchenrath, who is much favored 
by the king. Dr. H. suggested that not- 
withstanding the sanguine expectations of 
Sir Culling, the formal recognition of our 
churches was not a thing to be brought 
about for-the present; that the whole mat- 
ter now to be attempted was the forma- 
tion of our committee and the recognition 
of this latter, in order to alleviate cases of 
misunderstanding and conflict between: 
the local authorities and our churches. 

That we might act in harmony with the 
brethren in Hamburg, and particularly 
with br. Oncken, I visited that city to con- 
sult with them. It was their unanimous 
opinion that inasmuch as the king had 
several times promised to give the Baptist 
churches a legal concession, like that 
granted to the separated Lutheran, 
churches in 1845, it would be proper’ to 
place at the head of our petition the re- 
quest for the realization of that promise, 
and afterwards the request for the recog- 
nition of our committee. 

Returning to Berlin, I drew up a peti- 
tion according to this plan, and laid it 
first before Dr. Hoffmann, in order to re- 
ceive his opinion, which was expressed as 
follows: that this our petition had no 
chance of suecess; that the royal minis- 
try, already so inimical to the Baptists, * 
would argue with the king, telling him 
that this was the same petition so often 
offered and laid aside without reply ;—but 
when we restricted ourselves simply to the: 
recognition of our committee, there was’ 
more likelihood of success. He, for one, 
would recommend it; so would the Ober 
kirchenrath, and the ministry would not’ 
be able to oppose the king’s desire. Be-' 
sides, he thought it the safest step towards’ 


favorably disposed through the influence 


a full recognition also of our churches. 
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The brethren at Hamburg, to whom I 
wrote these things, preferred that the pe- 
tition should be sent in just as it stood. 
Our committee, consisting of brn. Koeb- 
ner, Roth and Klein, in Barmen and El- 
berfeld; Bues, Schultz, and Habenaw, in 
Stettin; and Niemetz and Deggim, in 
Memel, had been already nominated by 
an appeal to our Prussian churches. 
When I laid the matter before them, they 
differed in opinion,—the first three agree- 
ing with myself to follow the advice of 
Dr. Hoffinann; the remaining five hold- 
ing with the brethren at Hamburg. Af- 
ter efforts to secure harmony of opinion, 
the brethren came unanimously to agree 
to ask of the king first only the recogni- 
tion of our committee. The petition is 
now receiving the signatures of the mem- 
bers. By the vote of our constituents it 
is arranged that the brethren in Stettin 
and myself have full powers to act in 
cases of urgency. 

Meantime our king is laid aside by se- 
vere illness. But the Prince of Prussia, | 
on whom all now devolves, is said to be at 
least as liberal in these matters as his 
royal brother. We wait now to see the 
effect of our petition. 


FRANCE. 
JOURNALS OF FRENCH PASTORS, 
Crowded Assembly. 
Mr B———, pastor at D , writes — 


A young man of my flock living in a 
neighboring village was taken away by 
death last week. His funeral took place 
on Saturday. On arriving in the village, 
I found a crowd of men, women and chil- 
dren awaiting my arrival, and who had 
come to take part in the ceremony. As 
soon as they saw me, they rushed into the 
house, which was soon filled. As only a 
few could be accommodated, I directed 
them all to go out, and, the body having 
been removed before the door, I spoke in 
the open air. At the cemetery the crowd 
was still greater. They listened to my 
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it was very cold, no one seemed to be sen- 
sible of it. At the close, many uttered 
words of approbation, so that I have rea- 
son to hope that the seed sown will not be 
lost. Tracts distributed by some of our 
brethren were gladly received. The num- 
ber present amounted perhaps to seven or 
eight hundred. 


Surprised by Death. 


An awakening has commenced in a 
village two leagues from here, taking its 
rise from the circumstances attending a 
funeral. A young man who had been to 
America and afterwards returned to 
Franee, had married in this village. 
Through the efforts of Christians in Amer 
ica he had become acquainted with the 
truth, although he had not received it into 
his heart. On his return to France he de- 
clared himself a Protestant. Ie came to 
see me several times, and I did not fail to 
exhort him to repent and believe the gos- 
gel. He told me that he was sensible of his 
need, but that there were so many temp- . 
tations in this country that he could not 
give himself to the Lord, and that in or- 
der to do it he was going to return to 
America. He engaged his passage, and 
had his trunks packed. But death sur- 
prised him in the midst of his preparations. 
There was a vast crowd at his funeral. 
Hlis wife’s family declared themselves in 
favor of the gospel, and requested that a 
meeting might be held every Sabbath at 
their house. The first mecting was nu- 
merously attended; now there are not 
quite so many, but I hope some souls will 
be gained for the truth. 


Liberal Givers. 
Mr. C——— gives the following account of 


a missionary tour at C and the 
environs. 
The brethren at A *had invited 


me to visit them once more before death 
or other unforeseen events should finally 
separate us. We met at C —, where 
I found them afflicted at the position in 


*Mr. C, has been connected with the*French 
mission since 1838. He was stationed at this 


words with serious attention. Although 


place from 1842 to 1845. 
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which the French pastors have been left 
through the embarrassment of the treas- 
ury of the Missionary Union. 

At L I found a single sister in 
the midst of an unbelieving family and a 
taunting world. She had laid up eighty 
one frances for the mission, and she was 
waiting with impatience for an opportun- 
ity to place it in the treasury. 

At 5S I saw an aged Catholic, 
nearly blind, who is not far from the king- 
dom of God. It was a feast to her to 
spend a few hours with a Christian who 
brought her the consolations of the gospel 
of peace. ‘This woman gave me forty 
frances for the work of the Lord. 

AtS I found a vine-dresser, who, 
after having heard one of our brethren, 
bought a New ‘Testament without the 
knowledge of his wife. When I went to 
his house, he brought his aged mother who 
is 85 years old, and his whole family, who 
listened to me with pleasure. ‘To his 
mother he said —“ Do you hear? We 
must not confess to the priest, but to God, 
You have 
We 
have never been instructed in the truth. 
Alas, we are in darkness, and there is no 


who can alone forgive sins. 
never heard so affecting a sermon. 


one to enlighten us.” 

At R I visited a mason, who had 
heard the gospel from one of our friends. 
[ had already written him several letters, 
to enlighten and strengthen him, but we 
had never met in person. When I made 
myself known to him he cried aloud for 
joy, and we embraced one another, with 
tears. Ife informed me of his spiritual 
state, and confessed that he had yielded 
several times to his appetite for wine. He 
was greatly distressed, and we conversed 
on the means of his recovery. To his 
wife, who stood wondering, he said —“ You 
do not know that this is Mr. C , who 
enlightened Mr. V., and who has written 
us such good letters.” “ Ah,” said the 
woman, “how happy I am to see you! 
How much I owe you! Weare so happy, 
since my husband embraced the gospel!” 
The poor woman was still ignorant of sal- 
vation by grace. I endeavored to make 
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her understand free justification, and we 
parted with regret. 


Changes produced by the Gospel. 


My arrival at A. was an event. On 
Friday, which was Christmas day, Satur- 
day and Sunday, I met a little company 
happy to find themselves once more around 
me. On my right were a young man and 
his sister, who were formerly opposers and 
a grief to their friends, but who are now 
examples of piety and devotion to Christ. 
Before me was a pious mother, with whom 
I had previously been acquainted, and 
who then gave us much trouble. She 
now enjoys good reputation as a Christian, 
as well as her husband, whom she has also 
brought over to her faith. Then there 
was a man who adored God, his Saviour, 
after having for years persecuted his wife, 
who now wept tears of joy at seeing me, 
saying, “ You took much pains to instruct 
me for years, and you have not had the 
pleasure of seeing the fruit of your labors. 
Since your departure God has broken my 
hard heart.” Besides, there were souls 
who had hesitated long before venturing 
to enter the narrow way and endure the 
reproach of Christ. Catholics also lis- 
tened to me with pleasure. I saw in par- 
ticular a family which invited me to pay 
them a visit, and who seemed not far from 
the kingdom of heaven. At night I had 
for hearers several Catholics, who stood 
at the windows in the street; also a cap- 
tain who the next day expressed to me his 
gratitude for the good things I had said, 
and even the mayor of the place, with 
whom I had formerly had an interview at 
his own house on the necessity of true 
piety, in order to have part in the prom- 
ises of this life and of that which is to come. 
Many of my old Catholic neighbors re- 
ceived me with pleasure, and manifested 
their regret that I was not to remain with 
them. “ You must come,” they cried with 
one voice, “ we are poor, but we will do 
all we can to pay your travelling expen- 
ses, and also those of any of the pastors 
who shall visit us.” Thereupon they put 
into my hand the amount of my expenses. 


114 


I refused it, however, and with unfeigned 
sorrow { had to tell these poor people that 
it was probably the last time that I should 
visit them. 


Must the Work be abandoned ? 


I saw the friends at Ch There 
has been a revival in this village for some 
time. There I met two persons to whom 
I had preached the gospel fifteen years 
ago, and who still listen attentively to the 
preaching of the word. “ Come and see 
us,” they said, “ we shall listen to you with 
more pleasure than fifteen years ago. 
You will establish us in the ways of the 
Lord.” My heart was grieved at the 
thought of seeing our dear mission aban- 
doned. Finally I saw with joy br. 
F and his promising field of labor, 
which bids feir to yield a rich harvest not- 
withstanding persecution. 

Returning home, after having travelled 
more than fifty leagues, I was rejoiced to 
see that within twenty years the gospel 
has taken root in a great number of com- 
munes, where the good news had not been 
heard for ages. But I was distressed by 
the prospect of being abandoned by our 
American brethren, who could do so much, 
if they only had the will. “ Alas,” said I, 
with a bursting heart, “can it be that our 
country, which has such need of evangeli- 
cal laborers, must see its pastors forsake 
their native soil and leave so many souls 
at the mercy of the wolves and to con- 
tempt?” 1 am not able to drive away 
this thovglit. It returns with overwhelm- 
ing weight, unceasingly. 


CHEROKEES. 
LETTER FROM REV. J. B. JONES. 


During the past year, Mr. Jones has traversed 
nearly his entire field, travelling and preach- 
ing almost continually. The following ex- 
tract from a late letter gives account of his 


Visit to Canedian District — Protracted 
Meeting at Vian. 

Cherokee Nation, Jan. 11, 1858.) — 

The Canadian district is in the extreme 

southwestern part of the nation. © Last 
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spring I received word that the people of 
that neighborhood were anxious to have 
us establish preaching places among them; 
but as our appointments had already been 
made for some time ahead, it was July be- 
fore we could go. 

Our first meeting on this tour was held 
ata place called Vian, several miles this 
side of the Canadian district, where we have 
been preaching occasionally for about two 
years. The people had prepared a tem- 
porary arbor ina grove; and under this 
our meeting was held, which began on Fri- 
day afternoon and continued until Sunday 
night. 

This is comparatively a new field. Our 
visits have necessarily been so few, that 
we can hardly say it has been cultivated 
at all. Brother Christie was the only one 
who could visit them with any frequency ; 
and since the Executive Committee have 
felt themselves compglled to withhold his 
salary, he has necessarily been confined 
more closely at home. 

The congregation on Friday was tolera- 
bly large ; but it continued to increase un- 
til Sunday noon, when I suppose about a 
thousand persons were present, many of 
whom we hope were deeply impressed by 
the Holy Spirit. Several times during 
the meeting the anxious were invited for- 
ward. And even here many were found 
willing to avow their seriousness, and to 
ask an interest in the prayers of God's 
people. 

The Believing Cripple — Ps. 19: 7—10. 


On Saturday night after mecting we 
had word from a man who had been a 
cripple for ten years, that he wished to see 
us and have a talk on the subject of reli- 
gion. Early on Sunday morning brethren 
Downing and Christie went to see him. 
One sermon was preached while they 
were gone. They found that the man, 
who had been confined to his bed these 
ten years and had seldom if ever heard a 
sermon during the time, was among the 
most anxious of those inquiring the way 
of salvation. A brother who lived near 
him had been with him a good deal, and 
had read the New Testament, to him and 
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with him; but had not been able to throw 
much light on the word, as he himself 
stood greatly in need of instruction and 
was poorly fitted to be a teacher. On 
conferring with the bedridden man, our 
brethren found that the Lord had blessed 
the little instruction he had had, to his 
good, and that the Holy Ghost had opened 
his heart to receive the word in the love 
of it. 


ble and penitent believer; and as more 


He had already become an hum- 


light dawned upon his mind, he now be- 
came anxious to follow Christ in all the 
Lord’s appointed ways. Our brethren 
continued in prayer and conversation with 
him as long as they could stay away from 
the meeting. ‘That very day he was drawn 
to the meeting on a sled by a yoke of 
oxen; and on it by the side of the arbor 
and near to the pulpit, he lay and listened 
When 


the invitation was given for those to come 


to the preaching of God's word. 


forward and give their hands, who wished 
to relate their experience and unite with 
God's people by baptism, this man would 
fain have gone forward and taken his 
place with the rest, but his useless limbs 
refused their office. The singing of the 
invitation-hymn was not concluded before 
he motioned to brother Downing to come 
Ile went and received the warm 
grasp of his hand, which told him that he 
too wished to profess in baptism openly his 


to him. 


love to Jesus. His experience was so sat- 
Ile was 
drawn on his sled to the water's side, and 
after brother Downing had baptized four 


other converts, br. Christie and myself 


isfactory that he was received. 


carried the lame man into the water and 
he was baptized in the name of the Trini- 
ty. Le remained at meeting on Sunday 
night, and after the services were over, 
seemed so anxious for instruction that I 
sat down by him to explain God’s word. 
Quite a number of others were attracted 
by the conversation, and we continued our 
conversation until midnight. 

This part of the Cherokee country has 
been noted for its wickedness; but there 
are signs of a good work begun. Gam- 
blers, drunkards, &c., all turn out to hear 
preaching. Our native brethren have 


Cherokees. — Letter from Rev. J. B. Jones. 


115 


visited the place several times since the 
meeting I have spoken of. 


Second Meeting at Vian. 


About three months after the time above 
spoken of, my father and I attended a 
four days’ meeting at the same station. 
Tt was evident that the community gener- 
ally, as well as the converts, were feeling 
an interest in religion. The religious part 
of the community had contributed a hun- 
dred dollars for an “improvement,” on 
the site of which they had put up a good 
shed. The timbers had all been hewn, 
and the shed so constructed as to form the 
frame work and roof of a house; and they 
intend by and by to complete it, and make 
a meeting-house of it. This four days’ 
meeting was also a very interesting one. 
There was a large congregation, who gave 
good attention ; and large numbers of anx- 
ious inquirers. Six persons were received 
to church-membership by baptism. 

The lame man who was baptized at the 
first meeting, was not able to attend this; 
but sent word that he wished us to visit 
him. I spent a night with him. 1 found 
him still rejoicing in the Lord. Since his 
baptism he had had many temptations, 
but he still continued to read his testa- 
ment and pray ; and evidently he had not 
an inattentive reader. He had 
marked a large number of passages for in- 
quiry, and was so eager for instruction 
that, although I was exhausted with four 
successive days of hard preaching, yet I 
expounded the scriptures to him until mid- 
The next morning almost his first 
words were inquiries about passages of 
scripture. And these inquiries were con- 
tinued until I was obliged to leave him. 

On reaching the Canadian district, south 
of Arkansas river, we found it a very 
sparsely settled country. The people had 
no preaching by Baptists, and never had 
had. At every place where we stopped, 
we were received with much kindness and 
attention. At our meetings the congrega- 
tions were large and attentive, and the 
prospect of doing good seems quite flatter- 
ing. 


been 


night. 
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Cherokee Refugees from Texas. 


We had the most interesting meeting at 
our last appointment in the district, which 
was near the line of the Creek nation. 
Nearly the whole community came out to 
hear. This is the place where the request 
to make our visit originated. We found 
the people remarkably intelligent in every 
thing except religon. They informed me 
that they had formerly lived in Texas, and 
that while it was under Mexican rule, 
they had formed a little Cherokee com- 
munity and were permitted to manage 
their own affairs as they pleased. So long 
as they had been unmolested, they had 
been engaged in raising stock ; and at the 
time of the Texan revolution they had 
large herds of cattle and horses. They 
were on the most friendly terms with Gen. 
Houston ; but while he was absent fight- 
ing the Mexicans, the cattle and horses of 
Bowls, the chief, and of his band of Chero- 
kees, were coveted by the Texans. Pre- 
texts were soon found for preferring 
against them charges of hostility, and they 
were attacked by the whites. Their 
chief, Bowls, was killed, and also many of 
their principal warriors. The survivors 
fled, and for a number of years led a wan- 
dering life among the wild tribes of the 
prairies. At length a part of the band 
made their way back to the Cherokee na- 
tion, and formed the settlement we were 
now visiting. The rest of the band are still 
living on some of the wild lands of Texas, 
at a place which the Cherokees call “ The 
Cedars.” While we were on our tour, we 
met with a young man from that place. 
He says they have no preaching, nor re- 
ligious instruction of any kind. He had 
never seen but one “ preacher” until he 


Miscellany. — Discrepancies in Reports of Missionaries. 


[April, 


met us. Tle says the reason why they do 
not come and settle among the rest of the 
Cherokees is, that “they fear the preach- 
ers;” who, they have heard, teach that it 
is wrong to fight. ‘They fear that after the 
people have imbibed such a sentiment as 
this, they may be attacked; and as they 
must not resist, they will become a prey to 
their enemies. 


Calls for Increase of Laborers. 


In all the places we visited, there is quite 
an interest in religion. Many are anxious 
for their souls’ salvation, and are seeking 
more light. 
have been trying to supply them with oc- 
easional preaching, and will continue so 
to do. In this we especially need the 
help of brother Christie. He lives much 
nearer to them than any of the rest of us, 
and is just the man for the work. Cannot 
some benevolent persons take him up and 
support him, so that he can devote all his 
time to preaching ? 

I was absent on this tour about three 
weeks; and in some respects it was the 
most interesting one of the year, as a por- 
tion of it was over entirely new ground. 
On other occasions I have done more 
preaching in less time, and apparently with 
but we look for 

The 
Some- 


Since this our first tour we 


more immediate effect; 
the fruit of such labor hereafter. 
demands for labor are incessant. 
times I have returned from a trip of one 
or two weeks, stayed at home one or two 
days, and have then started on another ; 
and yet we have failed to meet more than 
half the urgent calls for preaching. The 
success with which we have been blessed, 
has already been reported. The baptisms 
during the year have been just one hun- 
dred. 


MISCELLANY. 


DISCREPANCIES IN REPORTS OF MIS- 
SIONARIES. 


The following remarks are part of a letter 
from the Rev. John Barff, of the Society Islands 
Mission, dated at Tahaa, July 15, 1857, as pub- 
lished in the (Eng.) Missionary ‘Magasine and 
Chronicle; and may help to account for the 


various statements, apparently contradictory, 
that have so often perplexed Christians at 
home. They will also suggest “reasons why 
ungodly men have so often maligned missions. 
Their intercourse is with the vicious portion, 
and their conduct in almost every instance par- 
takes of the same charac’ 
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Diversity of First Impressions. 


Allow me to refer to the effect on the 
minds of missionaries on a first arrival in 
heathen lands. ‘Take, for instance, that 
of the first party to Tahiti in the ship 
“Dull.” There were some among that 
band whose hearts sunk within them when 
they saw the people wholly given to idol- 
atry, lewdness, laziness, lying, and to 
every species of vice, and yet entirely sat- 
These breth- 
ren could not, and hence had not, measured 
the breadth of their work, and they had 
nigh fiuished their missionary career ere 
they had well begun it. 

Another portion, noticing the immense 
contrast between 


isfied with their own ways. 


the condition of the 
heathen and of themselves, and pitying 
with all their hearts their wretched con- 
dition, were sanguine enough to suppose 
that when the natives had perceived that 
contrast, and when the missionaries could 
speak to them of European civilization, 
and of the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God, the victory would soon be completed 
and their work accomplished. These felt 
their ardor soon checked by bitter disap- 
pointment, which, in some instances, led 
to the relinquishing of their mission. But 
a third party, though they found that no de- 
scription had given to them a faithful pic- 
ture or fully entered into the formidable 
character of the difliculties before them, 
had yet prepared themselves for great dif- 
ficulties, and had entered into the spirit 
of their work with dependence for success 
upon God alone. 
what disappointed, gathered from the dif 
ficulties themselves additional arguments 
for their continuance in the work. They 
felt that here was a field where an im- 
mense amount of work was to be done; 
and that, although they might have long 
to wait, divine power could raise up of 
these stones children to Abraham. So 
differently did the same facts operate upon 
different minds. 

This diversity of views and feelings is 
yet observable, now that Christianity has 
been established among the islands. Take 
an instance. A missionary, arriving a lit- 
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These, though some-. 
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tle more than twenty years ago at the So- 
ciety Islands, found the churches in a 
worse condition than I have seen before 
or since. Civil war had unhappily been 
raging in the Islands ; — after which dis- 
appointed ambition had led many to make 
shipwreck of the faith, and the free intro- 
duction of ardent spirits to a general dis- 
organization of the stations. Fears were 
entertained for the effect upon the mind 
of the brother, of such a chaos; but he 
viewed the whole in what we thought to 
Ie did not suffer it to 
quench his ardor; on the contrary, he felt 
thankful that amid all the evil influences 
there was a goodly number who had suffi- 


be the true light. 


cient principle to keep aloof from these 
evils, and who endeavored to stem the tor- 
And there were many 
more, who, having fallen, mourned over 


rent of iniquity. 


their declensions, and earnestly desired a 
missionary to re-establish order among 
them. And he thanked God that a foun- 
dation which could not be shaken had al- 
ready been laid, and took courage in the 
Other missiona- 
ries arrived within a few years of that time, 
had assumed a 
somewhat brighter aspect ; and deep was 
the disappointment of some of them at the 
prospect before them. The churches were 
in & more prosperous condition; but the 
state of things was in some respects so dif- 
ferent from what was anticipated, that 
their spirits were damped and their useful- 
ness diminished. 

You may ask why these references are 
I make them for the purpose of 
showing the reasons why different mission- 
aries have sent home varying accounts re- 


hope of future success. 


but when the mission 


made. 


garding the same missions, and also for the 
purpose of accounting for a fact observed 
by me when in England, that the same 
statements from missionaries gave differ- 
ent views to different individuals. You 
will perceive that the want of harmony in 
the accounts is partly the result of a want 
of harmony in the views of the parties 
giving them. Both are given quite con- 
scientiously. But where correct  state- 
ments have been given, the hearers often 
retire with very different ideas, just from 
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the fact that, when missionaries speak or 
write on the subject, they cannot enter 
into all the particulars needful for giving 
a correct view of the whole subject, so 
that much of the filling-up of the picture 
is left to the imagination of the hearers; 
and how various the coloring that would 
be given to that remainder I need not say. 


Diversity in Modes of Representation. 


Thave, when in England, been surprised 
at some extravagant notions entertained 
by individuals who heard missionary ad- 
dresses: those, for instance, of the lament- 
ed Williams, whose sanguine spirit led 
him to look rather at the bright than the 
reverse side of the subject. Some, trans- 
ported by his eloquence, seemed to retire 
with the idea that our missionary stations 
were earthly paradises, where sin was but 
a dwarf shrub, rather than outworks of 
the City of Zion, where the fiercest and 
most trying contests are being carried on 
with the enemy, and where, too, the bal- 
ance of success rises and falls with more 
rapidity than in places where the truth 
has been long established and generations 
have been advancing intellectually and 
morally. 

You will infer from the above remarks 
that our friends in England do not always 
obtain a correct view of the comparative 
condition of different stations; for while 
some missionaries are full and free in their 
communications to the Christian public, a 
public not always so anxious for full in- 
formation as for pleasing anecdotes, &c., 
there are others who will not write fully 
of any bright changes in the aspect of the 
churches and stations, knowing that by 
doing so they would probably give a one- 
sided view of their condition. A dark 
shade might pass over then which it would 
be their duty to make known also; and 
which, though to themselves easy to be 
accounted for, could not so readily be 
explained to the satisfaction of British 
Christians who have had no experience 
in a mission to a heathen country, and 
who have not the leisure nor the inclina- 
tion perhaps so to make the subject a mat- 
ter of study as to see more than the mere 
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surface. For, in order to a just view of 
missionary labor, it is necessary, in addi- 
tion to some knowledge of the previous con- 
dition of the people, to combine a careful 
perusal of the reports of the Society and 
magazines, with a correspondence with 
some’missionary brother. 


Different Aspects of Missionary Labor and 
Results. 

You will excuse me if in this place T 
refer to some important distinctions in the 
character of missions, distinctions likely to 
affect their internal character. Some of 
the mission stations in South Africa par- 
take largely of the character of Moravian 
settlements, where the well disposed con- 
gregate for the purpose of receiving relig- 
ious instruction, being separated from the 
heathen, and in a great measure from 
those who lead vicious and immoral lives. 
This is a position exceedingly favorable 
for missionary labor, and calculated for 
fostering a comparatively pure community. 
In India, on the contrary, the churches 
consist of a select number who have, 
through much persecution, entered into 
their present position, a position which 
very few destitute of principle would seek. 
Between both these and the position of 
churches in these Islands, a wide differ- 
ence exists. 

A change, partly religious and partly 
political, threw the whole of the people of 
these islands under the instruction of the 
missionaries. ‘The whole of the people be- 
came nominal Christians at once ; — some 
of them because ‘they were convinced of 
its truth, others because Christianity was 
to them a new system, and a popular one ; 
and others again as a consequence of hav- 
ing been defeated in battle; they con- 
ceived it to be a necessary part of their 
submission to the conqueror to submit also 
to the system which the conqueror had 
sought to establish. In these missions, 
therefore, there was every temptation urg- 
ing towards a profession of religion, and 
consequently the greatest circumspection 
needed in order to prevent a large num- 
ber of ungodly men from gaining admis- 
sion into the churches. Besides this, in 
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forming settlements the whole mass of the 
people of all classes repaired to them, se- 
curing, it is true, the rapid diffusion of 
knowledge, but also rendering it easier 
for the dissolute and viciously inclined to 
unite and retard the progress of the good 
work. 

Again, in the Georgian and Society Is- 
lands the settlements are erected either at 
the harbors, or in places easily accessible 
to shipping ; thus subjecting the labors of 
the missionary to all the inconveniences 
of a sea-port village —a sea-port village 
of aborigines proverbial for licentiousness. 
To the thoughtful Christian the fact that 
the missionaries have labored successfully 
under such circumstances, and have main- 
tained large churches 
among the people, is an exceedingly grat- 


comparatively 


ifying one, and he will not be surprised to 
learn that the missionary finds more to 
grieve him, that he is oftener disappointed 
in his expectations, and has to meet more 
painful trials, than a pastor at home. He 
will not be surprised to learn that licen- 
tiousness is yet too much a_ prevailing 
characteristic of the people — that intoxi- 
cation has on some occasions swept like a 
destroying flood against the church (though 
against such periodical storms a large pro- 
portion of the church has stood), and that 
the disposition to prevaricate is yet to some 
extent a nitional evil; but he will thank 
God and take courage from the fact that 
churches exist in which the discipline is 
strict, and where expulsion is invariably 
the remedy for continuance in sin. * = * 

You will perceive from the above facts 
that, excepting in the church, there is no 
expression of public opinion against im- 
morality and vice. But against this fact 
we have this advantage, that the worst 
characters will attend our services, and 
will bear the most pointed rebukes from 
the pulpit without taking offence ; in fact, 
rather with a feeling of satisfaction that 
interest is taken in their welfare. You 
will also learn that we have comparatively 
few converts who have not, prior to con- 
version, been carried into open violations 
of morality; and hence, again, that the 
dangers of backsliders falling into open 
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sin is more imminent than where a moral 
atmosphere surrounds the church. 

We have learned by the experience of 
years, that to bring a peopic, notorious for 
licentiousness, into a condition in which 
the great majority throw their entire in- 
fluence into the scale on the side of moral- 
ity and purity, is an arduous work, re- 
quiring the diligent application of all the 
means at our disposal through a second 
and third generation. Indeed, it cannot 
be accomplished without special attention 
to the young — an attention accompanied 
by the divine blessing. 

Sometimes the hope has been enter- 
tained that we had succeeded in bringing 
the mass of the people to this consamma- 
tion; but, when temptations suitable to 
their old habits and tastes have come in 
like a flood, we have found that much of 
what we had hoped was standing upon the 
sure foundation has been swept away. 
We have seen that our rea! progress has 
not been so general as had been antici- 
pated; but we have foun‘, to our unspeak- 
able comfort, that many have stood like 
the house built upon the rock. 

These latter remarks are specially ap- 
plicable to the churches of Tahiti for some 
time past. The trial to which their faith 
has been subjected has been of the most 
fearful character. Nothing can be thought 
of more detrimental to a small community, 
than that of the establishment of a garri- 
son and naval station among them, partic- 
ularly a French one. The results have 
told fearfully upon the community gener- 
ally; and even in the churches, particu- 
larly such as are under novices patronised 
by government, the tone of moral feeling 
has been lowered ; while almost all (there 
are some honorable exceptions) without the 
church, both whites and natives, are living 
in a state of immorality. But there is a 
leaven of piety. There are native pastors 
who have stood, maintaining their integ- 
rity, and zealously endeavoring to main- 
tain the truth; and there is abundant evi- 
dence that the progress of iniquity is not 
unresisted by a goodly number of church 
members, who continue their endeavor to 
secure to the churches the best individuals 
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as pastors. Indeed, there is abundant evi- 
dence to show that the hold which Chris- 
tianity has taken of the hearts of the peo- 
ple is strong. 


PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL. 


It is sometimes urged as an objection to 
Foreign Missions, that progress therein is 
80 very slow that, practically, it amounts 
to nothing. Now, although, as has been 
well said and often repeated, “ we are not 
responsible for results,” faithfulness in the 
use of means being the limit of our respon- 
sibility, still we may answer the objection, 
and at the same time encourage our own 
faith, by looking a little at results; and 
we shall find that progress is not so incon- 
siderable as some men would have us 
believe. 

A kind friend has furnished the follow- 
ing statement of facts with reference to 
this matter, which cannot fail to interest 
our readers : 

“ Missions have been established in the 
Sandwich and neighboring groups of is- 
lands, not half a century. Yet in that 
bosom of the sea, the Church Missionary 
Society, the London and Wesleyan Socic- 
ties, and especially the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
have fifty-four thousand seven hundred 
scholars under daily instruction; report 
forty-five thousand nine hundred commu- 
nicants; and there are two hundred and 
thirty-nine thousand nine hundred profess- 
ed Protestants. The Sandwich Islanders 
are a nation of Christians. They support 
their own clergy, build their own churches, 
and send out their own missionaries. 
Twenty American and some forty native 
ministers are supported entirely by that 
formerly heathen people. 

“Eleven hundred and sixty-nine con- 
verts were added to the churches there 
last year. The communicants number 
now twenty-one thousand nine hundred, 
and the Hawaian Government supports 
schools embracing twelve thousand pupils, 
at an expense of forty thousand dollars. 
Forty years ago that was a nation of sav- 


ages. 
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“ The religious state of India is now at- 
tracting much notice. No well informed 
person any longer believes that the exist 
ing rebellion arose from the prevalence of 
missionary efforts. On the contrary it is 
found that where Christianity has most 
extended, the country is quiet; that the 
rebels are the sepoys, whom a blind pol- 
icy has prevented from learning anything 
of the gospel, and that where missions 
have not been established, or only partial- 
ly, as in the province of Oude, there re- 
bellion has raged with barbarian inhuman- 
ities. You find nodisorder in such districts 
as those of Tinnevelly and ‘Travancore, in 
the south of India. In proof of the 
progress of the gospel, look at these 
districts. 

“ Missionary effort has been made in 
Tinnevelly for about seventy years, long 
enough to reach some good result; and 
you find in connection with the Church of 
England alone upwards of six hundred 
village congregations, about forty-five 
thousand baptized converts, and ten thou- 
sand children in the Church schools. ‘The 
proportion of communicants to baptized is 
about one in six; and if there are not at 
least one hundred communicants in every 
village of eight hundred nominal Christians, 
the missionaries think the state of religion 
very low. Inour own church at home the 
proportion is about one in ten, in India 
one in six. ‘These Indian Christians give 
evidence of the reality of their conseera- 
tion to Christ ; e. g. amissionary published 
a devotional book, filled with prayers, 
instructions, and meditations for Christians ; 
a book which none but spiritually minded 
believers could enjoy. Three thousand 
copies were printed, and the whole eagerly 
purchased by these children of God. 
These people are poor, and yet they have 
contributed in one year nearly three thou- 
sand dollars in alms and for missions. Now 
this is a specimen of the reality of religious 
progress in one part of India. What else, 
indeed, should we expect of the people 
when we can give such a testimony con- 
cerning their native ministry; for during 
an excitement in the Punjaub, when all the 


white population were fleeing to the fort, 
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and the native pastor was advised also to 
take refuge there, ‘No,’ he replied, ‘I 
would rather die in my home than flee. 
I preach to the people every day that they 
should not fear those who kill the body, 
but fear God. 1 cannot leave, for my act 
would be opposed to my teaching.’ Noble 
heroism! It reminds one of the time when 
Nehemiah answered his tempters, ¢ Shall 
such a man as I flee 7°” 

These are illustrations of real progress 
of the gospel in missionary stations wher- 
ever Christ has been long enough preached 
to form the character of the people. And 
then consider the fact that the world, 
wherever it is accessible, is dotted with 
missionary stations. ‘The American Board 
af Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
alone have over two hundred stations, 
over eight hundred missionaries and assist- 
ants; while the Church Missionary Society 
alone, representing only part of the Church 
of England, has more than two thousand 
oe hundred missionaries, agents and 
teachers ; while the converts of these and 
other societies, at home and abroad, are 
numbered by hundreds of thousands. This 
is substantial progress. Religion is making 
its way; and wherever it lodges in a hu- 
man heart or in a nation, it becomes a felt 
power. Mark the changing sentiment of 
Catholic Europe as to Protestant Christi- 
anity. Mark especially the marvellous 
transformation of the Mussulman mind. 
Free religious toleration in Turkey: 
greater freedom than in France! Who 
would have deemed it possible five years 
ago ? 

Our twenty-five or thirty years in Greece 
and Africa have told wonderfully on the 
enlightenment and reformation of the peo- 
ple. A half century in China, with the 
working of schools, presses, and itinerating 
native ministers, must produce marvellous 
changes in the moral and religious condi- 
tion of the stereotyped childhood of that 
empire. ‘These are the means to the end. 
They never yet have failed. They work 
slowly but successfully. “ Work and 
wait.” 

We take from a table of statistics, pub- 
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lished in the American Tract Society’s 
Christian Almanac, the following : 
“Number of Protestants in India, 
Ceylon and China, five hundred thousand; 
in Australia and Polynesia, one million; 
in Africa and its islands, seven hundred 
thousand.”— Spirit of Missions. 


THE YOKE OF JESUS. 


The yoke of Jesus is easy, and his bur- 
den is light. It well fitted his shoulders 
and will fit ours also, if we will but bow 
the head. ere lies all the difficulty. 
We carry the head too high, and then it 
chafes us. This is not the fault of the 
yoke, but of the yoke-bearer. 

It is designed for lowly ones. Jesus was 
a lowly one. We are called to learn of 
him, be lowly too, and then it will fit our 
shoulders as it did his. It is only in this 
way that we can walk with Him. How 
sweet thus to walk with Jesus — step by 
step, side by side, shoulder to shoulder! 
This is now our great lesson, — having 
taken the yoke upon us, to learn of Jesus. 
Then, even whilst laboring, we shall find 
rest unto our souls. It is so in glory. 
There they serve him day and night, and 
yet they have entered into his rest. This 
is a law in God’s house, Service in the 
spirit gives rest to the soul. The Lord’s 
burden never makes us weary. We be- 
come weary only when we attempt to 
carry our own burdens. Our shoulders 
are not adapted to this. They are adapted 
to bear one another's burdens. Jesus bore 
ours. We are to bear one another's, and 
so fulfil the law of Christ. If Christians 
understood this more fully, there would 
be far greater liberty, and joy, and power 
in service than we now witness in the 
churches. Nor should we so frequently 
hear the words of mourning and lamenta- 
tion uttered by the children of God :— 

“ Where is the blessedness I knew 
When first I saw the Lord? 
Where is the soul refreshing view 
Of Jesus and his word?” 

Ah, where! but in the place of lowly 

and self-denying service. He says, “If 
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any man serve me, him will my Father 
honor.” “If any man love me, let him 
keep my words, and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him and make 
our abode with him.” Here then may 
again be found the “soul refreshing view 
of Jesus and his word,” even in the path 
of lowly seltdeny service, 

Christians must be brought to feel that 
they are not their own; that their bodies, 
s0uls, minds, spirits, line, talents, property, 
money, all belong to Christ. ‘They must 
be willing to serve him, as well as worship 
him ; to serve him by renewed acts of con- 
secration to him, both of themselves and 
their property. Uf Christians are not will- 
ing to do this, they will certainly suffer 
Joss in their souls. 
spirit. 
be leanness. 


This is a law of the 
It cannot be evaded. There will 
It muy be concealed fora 
time, but effect will follow cause; and, 
sooner or later, it) will become obvious, 
even to the world. 
only have leauness in the churches, and 


Then we shall not 


hear the voice of lamentation; but we 
shall also have to bear reproach from the 
keen-sighted world, because of our depar- 
ture from that simplicity of faith which 
characterized the pilyrim fathers. 
Moreover, if the churches are not awak- 
ened to a sense of their departure from 
lowly, energetic, selfdenying service, and 
quickened to acts of dedication both of 
themselves and property, to the further- 
ance of the gospel, we shall have to witness, 
through God's providences, the removal 
of property from the hands of unfaithful 
stewards, that it may be bestowed upon 
others more worthy of it. Already we 
have had intimations of this. Our Master 
is head over all things to the church. 
The silver and the gold are his. These are 
required in his serviee. And if the pres- 
ent holders of property refuse to make ap- 
propriations to the Lord, or to give back 
to him that which he has loaned to them, 
that they may know the blessedness of giv- 
ing, then, as the kingdom of God was taken 
from the Jews and given to the Gentiles, 
80 will property be taken from the hands 
of unfaithful stewards and given to others. 


This will be brought about in the Lord's 
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governmental dispensations. He “ worketh 
all things afler the counsel of his own will.” 
Men will have to learn that it is not 
enough to say “ Lord, Lord,” and then 
turn and worship mammon, * 

Faith in God” must becoue the motto 
of every house of business, Every mer- 
chant must adopt it and act upon it, All 
commercial transactions must have refer- 
ence to it. Governmental acts should be 
baved upon it, administrators of law be 
guided by it. Let 


hold word; let children early be taught 


it become a house. 
to lisp it; let family arrangements spring 
out of it; let all the churches live it out, 
and thereby commend it to the world, 
Then, and not till then, shall we be ex- 
alted as a nation, Christians must deny 
themselves; selfdenial will give them 
opportunities of proving their devotion 
They must be 
brought to understand that to use upon 


to the cause of Christ. 


themselves, or to lay up on the earth, that 
which should have been devoted to the 
Lord, will be followed by great loss; 
whereas, to give themselves first to the 
Lord, and their property to his service, is 
to secure great gain, blessedness in their 
souls now, and glory in the world to come. 


that gives himself and his substance to the 


The liberal soul will be made fiat. 


Lord, will receive Christ and his glory in 
return, So that he may say, * The Lord 
is the portion of mine inheritance, and of 
my cup.” Ifis eup will be fall, running 
over; and his language will be, “ O taste 
and see that the Lord is good ; blessed is 
the man that trusteth in him.” 

There is no honor like following Christ 
——no service like bearing his yoke — no 
security for riches, save when they are 
laid up in heaven —no labor so remun- 
erative as labor for the Lord — no invest- 
ment like works of faith and labors of love, 
for these shall appear unto praise and 
honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ — no fortunes like those of devoted 
Christians, who are rich in faith and good 
works, whose inheritance is incorruptible 
and undefiled and fadeth not away. * * 

The church has become straitened, not 


because she has been drawing largely and 
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cannot draw more, but because she has 
been saying, am rich and inereased 
with goods and have need of nothing.” 
Let her now change her language and say, 
“My God shall supply all) your need ac- 
cording to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus. ‘The Lord is able to make all 
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grace to abound toward you, so that ye, 
having all sufliciency, may abound to every 
good work, So that in this great trial of 
affliction and poverty, the abundance of 


joy among the Lord’s people may be made 


to abound under the riches of their liber- 
ality.” — Am. Free Miss. 


MISSTONS. 


ISLANDS, 
The Rev. W. Wilson, of the Wesleyan 


Missionary Society, thus writes from Feejece, 
December 24, 1856: 

We are training teachers as fast as we can, 
but cannot fit them for the work in suflicient 
numbers for the demand. The work is 
spreading in Ovalau; in Bau and Rewa, also, 
it grows ; and in the latter place a truly spir- 
itual work has commenced among those who 
At Nud- 
roga, Mr. Moore reports that a remarkable 
revival 
may suppose, full of joy beeause of the mar- 


were merely nominal professors, 


has begun; and he is, as you 
vellous doings of his omnipotent Lord. A 
canoe from Na Viti Levu and Rakiraki lately 
brought an urgent request for help to the 
On all that part of 
the coast the people desire the gospel; fields 
ready for cultivation spread before us on all 
sides, and had we laborers we might enter 
them at any hour with the most glorious 
prospects of success, 

In this cireuit, the work of the Lord is 
spreading with a rapidity and power truly as- 
tonishing. Many towns, both on the coast 
and in the interior, have recently /otued, and 
the inhabitants of some of them manifest 
much zeal on behalf of that cause which is 
stirring Feejee to its foundations, I may 
mention, in particular, Nawaca, a town of 
bad fume formerly, in which Elijah and many 
of the Vewa people had a narrow escape 
from being murdered. I paid them a visit 
a short time ago, and, no house being large 
enough to hold the congregation, I conducted 
the service in the open air. Their chief re- 
mained with me till near midnight, hearing 
of Christ and things divine; while his piere- 
ing black eyes, which were riveted on me, 
spoke a language not difficult to be under- 
stood. Since my return, the people have 


towns in that quarter, 


commenced buildinga chapel, and have been 
oceupied in dragging posts of great size to 
the site. 

I am preparing to sail for Mouta and 
Yasawas, and hope to find heathenism all 
The people 
some time ago sent to Bau for teachers, and 
also to know the mind of the chiefs on the 
subject of the new religion: the message 
sent back was, that they were all to lotu. 
The chiefof Mouta has brought three pounds 
of turtle shell as his fatau, or offering, for a 
missionary. In every place the ery is, “ Give 
us teachers, books, dresses, and missiona- 
* Guns, hatchets, powder, &c., are now 
at a discount. 

The work in Feejee is great and glorious, 
and Tam thankful to the Guide of my youth 
for directing my feet hither. Along with 
numerous trials to which our faith and pa- 
tience are subjected, we have always this 
consolation, that we are of some use every 
day of our lives. — Wes. Miss, Notices. 


but extinet in both places, 


ries,’ 


CHINA. 

The missionaries of the London Missionary 
Society at Shanghae, in a review of their la- 
bors for six months ending October last, make 
the following encouraging statements. 


We are encouraged by seeing that the 
truth as it is in Jesus has been apprehend- 
ed and believed at least by a few. Dur- 
ing the past six months, twenty individuals 
have been admittegl to the fellowship of the 
church, on a credible profession of faith in 
Christ. Some of these have long been ae- 
quainted with the truth; but from having re- 
moved to different parts of the country, and 
other causes, they were previously withheld 
from the open dedication of themselves to 
the Saviour, Subsequent to their baptism, 
also, several have been obliged to return to 
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their distant homes; and changes of that 
kind will necessarily be frequent in connex- 
ion with a Christian church at this place. 
It is gratifying, however, when by such 
means the gospel is published more exten- 
sively than might otherwise be the case; and 
wé generally find that the converts in these 
circumstances are anxious to inform their 
friends and neighbors of the things they have 
seen and heard. Some of the members af- 
ford us great satisfaction from their zeal and 
consistency in making known the Word of 
Life to those around them. Both in the 
chapels, and in a less public manner, they 
warmly urge the truth on the acceptance of 
their countrymen, and heed not the obloquy 
and opposition they often meet with in do- 
ing so. ‘Two of them, who are literary grad- 
uates, have for some time been engaged in 
visiting the school-masters in the neighbor- 
hood. 

Messrs. Muirhead and John have lately re- 
turned from a missionary tour, to the extent 
of 100 miles beyond Shanghae. They vis- 
ited different towns and cities, making it a 
point to call at the houses and shops of the 
inhabitants as much as possible, not only to 
put Christian books into their hands, but to 
converse with them individually on the great 
truths of redemption, preaching also in the 
streets at the distance of a few hundred yards 
from each other to the people gathered to- 
gether. “In the prosecution of this work,” 
they write, “ we have been much encouraged. 
Seldom have we been refused a hearing, 
while we have had it in our power to speak 
most freely on the evils of idolatry, and the 
necessity of repentance and faith in Christ. 
Inquiries have often been made by the shop- 
keepers and merchants in the course of con- 
versation, as to the person and work of the 
Saviour, and in an apparently honest and 
sincere manner have they admitted the folly 
and falseness of the prevailing superstitions.” 


CEYLON. 


A native preacher in Ceylon in connection 
with the mission of the American Board, says— 


In July we admitted a female to church 
membership. She is the mother of Sinna- 
cooty, who was received last year, and 
he, under God, was the chief instrument in 
leading her to Christ. Her eldest son has 
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been a kind of Hindoo devotee, staying at 
home and attending to his work, but re- 
fraining from marriage, accumulating money 
and eating rice, until recently. Notwith- 
standing his influence, she heard the truth 
from her younger son, believed it, and made 
a public profession of her faith. . She is the 
third person called in that village, Moham- 
maly, and she is called at the eleventh hour, 
being now about sixty years old. The 
Spirit of the Lord, as we believe, is working 
in that village. Both in that and another 
village, about three quarters of a mile south, 
there are a number of inquirers. <A few 
meetings which we held in those villages a 
week ago, appeared to me altogether as in- 
quiry meetings. The most important fea- 
ture respecting the interest there is, that the 
chief laborers are the Christians of the vil- 
lage. One of them seems to be peculiarly 
fitted for the work, and engages in it with 
earnestness. 


Mr. Anderson, a missionary of the English 
Baptist Missionary Society, in the province of 
Jessore, north of Calcutta, reports the follow- 
ing interesting facts. 


The Cobbaduk river near which our house 
is situated, separates Jessore from Nuddeah. 
When Mr. Parry resided here, between two 
and three years ago, a number of people of 
the shoemaker caste instructed by him and 
by Ali Mahomet, one of my native preach- 
ers, became convinced of the worthlessness 
and wickedness of idolatry, and were ready 
to have embraced Christianity. At that time 
Mr. Parry was removed to Beerbhoom. 
heard of these people, I think, about the 
beginning of the year, and I became 
desirous to ascertain where they were and 
what their state of mind might be. Shortly 
after coming here, Ali Mahomet went to 
look after them, and found them still favor- 
ably disposed towards the reception of the 
gospel. They expressed their wish that I 
should preach to them, which I have done 
several times. For awhile they hesitated ; 
they did not know what treatment they 
would receive among us. The other castes 
despise and hate them; could they be wel- 
come among us, and eat and drink with us ? 
When assured that we despised no man, and 
that in Christ we are all brethren, they were 
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gladdened, and doubtless felt that this 
afforded a strong proof of the truth of 
Christianity. Before they could decide, they 
made themselves acquainted with the cus- 
toms which we observe, and received instrue- 
tion again and again. Still they hesitated 
and expressed a wish that I should hold an 
interview with a brahmin, a zemindar, re- 
siding seme distance from here. This I 
consented to do, but before going 1 went 
and reasoned with them on the impropriety 
of referring to any one in a matter which 
concerned their souls’ eternal salvation. 

At length they became satisfied and em- 
boldened, and declared their resolution to 
forsake idolatry and embrace the Christian 
religion. The name of the village to which 
they belong is Boneyallee, in the Nuddea dis- 
trict, about two miles from here. There are 
thirteen families of them. They are em- 
ployed in weaving, but some work at shoe- 
making too. Their parah is a pattern of 
cleanliness. It gratified me to sce this, but 
Ihave been more pleased at the fact that 
they have not in any way sought from me 
pecuniary assistance as so many converts 


do. This is a strong proof of their sincer- 
ity. When I spoke of putting up a chapel 


among them, they said they were poor and 
could not render assistance, their own work 
would be hindered; so I told them it was 
not the few rupees that would be saved by 
any assistance they might render that I re- 
garded; I wished to see them zealous and 
desirous to help in the erection of a house 
of God, which was designed for themselves ; 
whereupon they said that they would do 
what they could; they would undertake 
the lighter part of the work, such as cutting 
up the bamboos and constructing with the 
cuttings the skeleton roof. I am sorry, 
however, that the native preacher whom I 
sent to look after the erection of the house, 
employed six of the men as laborers upon 
a daily hire, thus frustrating in a measure 
the advice to which they had acceded. 
When six of their own number were hired 
to work, there was not so much occasion 
for them to render the help they proposed 
to render. The rains had set in and it was 
desirable to get the house put up as speedily 
as possible, but still it was indiscreet to nip 
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in the bud the habit of helping themselves 
which I had taught them to form. 

Of these new converts an old man of the 
name of Boloram is the principal person. 
His influence among the people of his own 
village is very great, and he is looked up to 
by the shoemakers of many villages in these 
parts; so that as soon as these people be- 
‘ame Christians, they themselves said, and 
others also aflirmed, that hundreds would 
follow him and journey in his path. As the 
news of the Boneyallee muchees becoming 
Christians has gone to many places, a spirit 
of inquiry has been elicited, and a desire to 
see us and to hear our message expressed. 

As soon as I am able, I intend going 
northwards, where there are large paras of 
shoemakers ; in one 100 families, in another 
80. I understand that in these parts there 
are altogether about 130 villages in which 
muchees reside. 


From Baraset, a new station still nearer Cal- 
cutta, under the charge of the same Society, 
the native missionaries write under date of 
Sept. 28.— 


Wherever we preach, either in villages or 
in markets in the district of Baraset, the 
people hear the gospel with excess of de- 
light. Many of them praise the doctrines of 
Christianity, and admit its superiority over 
all other religions. ‘They converse with us 
delightfully, read tracts and gospels, discuss 
with us the most difficult and important 
points, and thereby drive their doubts from 
their mind with satisfactory decisions. Our 
neighboring people generally invite us to 
hear the gospel, and many sick persons re- 
ceive much satisfaction to know the un- 
bounded kindness and mercy of our Sav- 
ionr. 

Many learned and educated and respec- 
table men come to us almost every day, to 
root out the doubts from their minds by dis- 
cussions. Many of them have taken the 
bible for their study, and they show their 
progress in it on various occasions. We 
find sometimes nine or ten persons present 
at the time of our family worship to join us 
in the service. We have at present many to 
hope for. 
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AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 
ANNUAL MEETINGS. 
The forty-fourth annual meeting of the Board of Managers of the American 
Baptist Missionary Union will be held in Philadelphia, on Tuesdoy, May 18, 
1858, at 10 o'clock, A. M., pursuant to arrangements made by the Executive 
Committee in conformity with provisions of the Constitution. The Union will 
meet at the same place, on Thursday, May 20, at 10 A.M. The amnual ser- 
mon will be preached by Rey. William H. Shailer, D. D., of Maine, or Rey. Silas 
Bailey, D. D., of Indiana, his alternate. 
R. W. Cusuman, Ree. Sec. of Exec. Committee. 


LETTERS, &c., FROM MISSIONARIES. DONATIONS. 
Burmah. RECEIVED IN Fenruary, 1858. 

OM., Sept. 16.—C. Bennerr, Aug. 19, (2). 31, | p st ch.. Sab. Sch. 40: 
Sept. 5, Oct. 1, 19 (2), 25, Nov. 3. 6, 10. Dee. | of on. cull. 
J. M HAsweEtt, Aug. 31, Dec. 1, 17.—K AREN for the sisters, 10; Trenton, 1st 
Mission, Sept. 30.—J. Wapr, Aug. 24 (2), Oct. ch. 7; E. Trenton. ch. 5.25; 
23.—Nov. 6,Dec. 1. 10.—C. Hipparp, Sept. 28, Skowhegan. John Lord 26; 87.25 
Oct. 16, 24, Nov. 12, Dec. 17.—Mrs, WHITAKER, ; 4 ' 


Sept. 15, Dec. 1, 15 


. New Hampshire. 
Tavoy.—T. Allen, Oct. 1,24, Nov. 28.—E. B. P 


Dec. i East Washington, Dea. James 0.00 
Pr. Wartrovs, Sept. 30, Howe 5; Stratham, ch. 5; 

et. 13. 

TounGoo.—F. Mason, Aug. 23, Sept. 9, 14, Oct. Vermont. 


2). Nov. 9(¢ Shaftsbury, ch. and cong., Nor- 


pall, Mrs. R. Peet 1; Ulaintield 
RanGoon.—E. A. STEVENS. Sept. 1, 3, 17, Oct. 
8 (2), Nov. 9,17, Jan. 4.—J. Dawson, Aug. 1), — 6; Miss 88.57 
16, Oct. 19, 21. Nov. 5, 9. Dec. 19, ’ 
-— Mrs. KNAPP, Sept. 18. 
4 Bassein.—H. L. Van Merer, Aug. 12, Sept. | a Ba 
23 (2), 26, 28 (2). 30, Nov. 12, 21, Dec. N—J. L. 
Dovevass, Aug. 15, Sept. 28, Vet. 10, Nov. 9, 10. 
~<. 2s, Sept. 15, Uct. 10, 24, 27, 31, Nov. 18.— A. lied ion the pe of Rey "E. 
R. R. CRAWLEY, Sept. 22, Vet. 7, 16, 20 (2). Kincaid. of the Prome mission, 
Assam. Burmah, 700; Bowdoin Square 
> ch., Sab. Sch. 20; Union ch., 
| M. Bronson, Sept. 30, Nov. 23, 30.—A. H. Geo. W. Chipman tr., mon. 
Danrortn, Sept. 15, Oct. 15,29 (2), Nov. (2), con. 140.96; Mrs. James Fer- 
30 (2), Dec. 31.—S. M. Sept. 21 (2), Oct. nald 5; Charlestown, Ist ch., 
' 6, 20, Nov. 23. 


: G. W. Little tr., of wh. 22.88 is 
q Teloogoos. fr. Sab. 8. De Wolf 
L. JeweTr, Oct. 28 (2), Dec. 25,Jan.12—F. A, | Hunker Mill Levi 
4 Dovuciass, 12, Dec. 15. cog ant tr., add'l, 40; 
foxbury, Tremont ch.. R. W. 
] Siam. Ames tr., 35 54; Brookline, ch. 


Miss1on, Oct. 7, Nov. 3.—S. J. Sirn, Aug. 17. and cong , Dea. D. Sanderson 
1 Sept. 8, Oct. 7 (2).—W. Asumore, Aag. 18, Sept tr., mon. con. 25.39; Dorchester, 
16, 18, Oct. 14.—RK. TeELForD, Aug. 15, Uct. 15. North ch.. Jacob Davis tr., 
China 81.58; WestCambridge.ch ,add’] 


68.75; ch. 23; 
J. W. Jounson, Oct. 14, 20, 23,Nov.10.—Nincro Thorndike, Eunice B. Durkee 
Mission, Sept. 39.—D. J. MacGowan, Aug. 18, 2: Leicester, Greenville ch. 11; 
Sept 30.—E C. Lorn, July 28, 27, Aug. 20, Sept. West Acton, ch. 172; Wey- 
21, Oct. 1, Nov. 18.—M. J. KNOWLTON, Aug. 26, mouth, ch 5; Webster,ch., Dea, 
Oct. 1—17, Dee. 2. Solomon Robinson tr.. of wh. 
France. 5 is fr. Sab. Sch., for Rev. L. 


Jewett’s sch, Nellore, 6 is fr. 
a A. Dez, Nov. 23, Jan. 2, 1858, 11, 20, Feb. 8.— 


mon. con. and 30 fr. Dea. 8. 
J. B. Crerry, and others, Jan. 14. Robinson, tosup. Sau Pwaipau, 


i} a nat preacher in Toungoo, 
a Germany. Burmah, 41; West Wrentham, 


Sheldonville, ch. 21; Taunton 
4 Oct. 30, Nov. 18.—G. W. Green, ch.50; Bolton, per Laura 
ai. Del A. Bailey, of wh. 2 are fr. her 
awares. mother, 89 cts. fr. her sister and 

J. G. Pratt, Jan. E. WiLLarp, Noy. 2, 1 fr. herself, 3.39; 1400.21 
con. 9.08; Miss Phebe Young 1; 

Cherokees. per Rev.J. Aldrich, agent, 10.08 


E. Jonxs, Jan. 13, 26.—J. B. Jones, Jan. 11. 
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Rhode Island. 


Providence, Ist ch. ** a member,” 
tow. the sup. of Rev. B. C. 
Thomas, of the Henthada mis- 
sion, and to‘cons. A. Judson 
Gordon L. M., 

State Convention, Chapman 
tr., Providence, Ist ch., of wh, 
25 24 is mon. con in Feb., 30 an. 
sub., per A Harkness, collector, 
30 an. sub. per J. F. Crooker, 
collector, and an.sub per 
Danivis, co lector, 140.26; Paw- 
tueket. lst ch. 57.08; 

Central Fails.ch., per Rey. J.Ald- 
rich, ugent 


Connecticut. 


State Convention, W. Griswold 
tr., Essex, Mre verusha Hayden 
100; Richard Williams 5; 

Jewett city, ch, 13825; Preston, 
ch 11; Rev. S Meech 5; a 
friend 10; Norwieh, Central ch. 
17.50; New Loudon, 2nd ch. 
11.40; Hentington st. eh., in- 
divieuals Veter D. Trish 5; 
New tinven, Ist ch. 422.56; 
Wooster Pinee Meriden, 
ch cous Mis. Luey Miller 
M., 102.60; Wallingford, eh. 
2682; Prantord, ch. 10; per 
Rev. J. Aldricii, agent, 


New York. 


New York city, Benj. Pike Jr. 
1); Gloversville, Isteh., Karen 
mission sew. soe. 35; Romulus, 
ch. 1.59; Alton, Ist ech, R. 
44, liamilton, Sab. 
Sel, tosay. Pocoo inthe Maul- 
Sem one year, 30; 
Wilson, eh. Johnson tr., 

Outario Asso, VP. 
Mauclester, 

Soutu Asso .Brook- 
Ivin, thalisted, with other 
to cous. lis wife, Mrs, 
Mary B. livitsted L. 60; 
lilyrim eh. 1. Connon st. ch. 
20.002; Sixth est. en. 1374: Oliver 
st eit, Mrs, 
W tre, to cons. 

Ann Lode. Mes. Marilla 
is ute Rev. Ebenezer 
per Rev. 


Mitchel tr., 


tohraim New- 
Wan. th. Gifford 
0; James 25; 


Rev. O. D., 


Asso, Castle 
Rev. O D., 


. Brooklyn, Cen- 
rs, ch, 22.75; 
2s; Abyssin- 

iolk st. ch., to 
non and with 
Emily G, 
per Rev. 


. “ost Meredith, 
\ bert Stilson 

W. Church, tr., 
lol Little 1; per. 


>, per Rev. O. 
Elmira, 


1), avent, 
Am mit, ch., per 


228.50 


59.72 


12.30 
17.00 


Donations. 


851.79 


Hudson River North Asso., Ron- 
dout, Thomas Cornell, with 
other donas. to cons. his wife 
Mrs. Thomas Cornell L. M., 50; 
Edward Simpson 5; per Rev. 
0. D., agent, 

Deposit Asso , Deposit, ch., per 
Rev. O. D., agent, 

Union Asso., Carmel, ch., per 
Rev. O. D., agent. 

Black River Asso., Miss Emerline 
L. Smith, per Rey. H. A. Smith, 
agent, 

Canisteo River Asso., Andover, 
ch., per Rev. H. A.S , agent, 
Cayuga Asso., Sterling, ch. per 

Rev. H. A. S., agent, 

Madison Asso., per Kev. H. A.S., 
agent, 

Cattaraugus Asso., Cuba, ch., per 
Rev. H. A.S.. agent, 

Mouroe Asso., Pentield, ch., per 
Rev. H. A. S., agent, 

Niagara Asso, Akron, ch., per 
Rev. H. A. S., agent, 

Oneida Asso, Vernon, ch. 5; 
Rome, Court st. ch. 26; per Rev. 
H. A. S., agent, 

Ontario Asso., Phelps, Ist ch. 6; 
Rey. Geo. W. Meads 5; per Rey. 
H. A.S., agent, 

Orleans Asso, Yates, ch., per Rev. 
H. A.S , agent. 

Seneea Asso., Ithaca, ch. 16.25; 
Rev. F. Dusenbury 1; per Rey. 
Hl. A. S., agent, 

Steuben Asso., Milo, Ist ch. 50 
ets.; Dix and Orange, ch. 5; 
ver Rev. H. A. S., agent, 

Wayne Asso, Clyde, ch. 4.59; 
Arcadia, ch. 12.03; per Rey. H. 
A. 3., agent, 


New Jersey. 


Flemington, ch. 100; Lamberts- 
ville, a friend 1; 

West N J. Asso., Woodstown, ch. 
10; Pemberton, ch. 38.48; Bur- 
lington, ch., Self-denying Soc. 
71; Cohansey, Ist ch. 40; per 
Rev. 8. M. Osgood, agent 

Ceutral N. J. Asso., Hamilton 
Square. ch. 66.74; Sandy Ridge, 
ch. 15; per Rev. S. M. O., agt., 

East N. J. Asso., Bioomftield, ch. 
12; Orange, Ist ch. 7; Jersey 
city, Union ch. 41.59; per Rey. 
S. M. O., agent, 


Pennsylvania. 


West Philadelphia, Hon. J. M. 
Linnard 100; Erie, ch. 6; Coy- 
ington, ch. 5; 

Beaver Asso., Providence, ch., 
per Rev. S. M. Osgood, agent, 

Bradford Asso., Smithtield, ch., 
Wim. A. Wood, and fam. 5; A. 
C. Scott 2; E. F. Wood 1; L. 
M. Allen 50 ets.; J. Allen 1; 8. 
Farwell 4; L. T. Farwell 150; 
per Rey. S. M. O, agent, 

Philadelphia, Ist eh. 31.61; J.C. 
Davis 50; Washington Butcher 
50; J. Hanna 25; Miss M. L. 
Bonney 20; W. 8. Hansel 10; 
Benj Bullock 5; Sarah J. Sim- 
mous 5; J. O. James 5; W. 
Dunean 5; S. M. Hopper 5; E. 
Weston 1; per Rey. 8. M. O 
agent, 

Centre Asso., Shirleysburg, ch., 
Scottsville Branch, per Rey. 8. 
M. O., agent, 

Clarion Asso., Warsaw, ch., Rey. 
J. Sallade, per Rey. 8. M. oO 
agent, 


912.61 
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Monongahela Asso., Elizabeth, 
ch., per Rey. S. M. O., agent, 
Philadelphia Asso., Green Run, 
ch. 12; Manayunk, ch., of wh. 

4 is fr. Sab. Sch., 14; Philadel- 

hia, 2nd ch. 50; Ridley, ch. 
34; per Rey. S. M. O., agent, 
Tioga Asso., Mansfield, ch. 7; 
Charleston, ch. 2.25; Delmar, 
ch. 2; Middlebury, ch. 1.60; 
East Sullivan, ch. 286; Brown 
Township, ch., Rev. S. Moore 
60 cts.; Tioga, ch. 9.96; Rey. J. 
I.. Smith 6; Mrs. J. L. Smith 
8.54; per Rey. S. M. O., agent, 
Wyoming Asso., Eaton, ch., per 

v. S. M. O., agent, 


Ohio. 


—*The mite from L. and S. for 
the Karen mission” 5; Cleve- 
Jand, 8rd ch., Wm. M. Maxon 
tr., 13; Tiro, ch. 6.15; Cinein- 
nati, Ninth st. ch., Samuel! Tre- 
vor tr., John Jolliffe 25; Henry 
W. Sage 25; B. P. Baker 25; 
Wm. Powell 11; S. D. Care 
10; G.S. Blanchard 10; H. H. 
Shipley 10; J. F. Smith 10; A. 
J. Davis 5; E. Knight 5; 8. T. 
Carley 5; A. Collier 5; J. D. 
Johnson 5; Others 21.16; to 
cons. Mrs. Maria B. Goldsmith 
L. M., 172.16; Springtield, Rev. 
Charles Platts 10; Brimfield, 
Lambert Twitchell 2; 

Owl Creek, ch., per Rey. H. Davis, 
agent, 


Indiana. 


Indianapolis Asso.,Pendleton,ch. 
4; Bethel, ch. 2.04; Mrs. M. G. 
Clarke, A. G. Wallace, and L. 
P. Jones 5 ea., for Henthada 
Mission house, 15; per Key. A. 
S. Ames, agent, 

Fredonia Asso., A. D. Billingsley, 
K. A. Williams 5 ea., to sup. 
nat. preachers, per Rey. A. 3. 
A., agent, 

Bethel Asso., Jeffersonville. ch. 
1.60; H. W. Heaton, tow. sup. 
of nat. preachers, 5; New 
Albany, C. Barth and M. W. 
Sherrill 5 ea., tow. sup. of nat. 
preachers, 10; Bank st. ch. 5.25; 
per Rey. A.S. A., agent, 

Laughery Asso., Aurora, ch. 8; 
Moore's Hill, friend 5; per Rev. 
A. 8. A., agent, 

Flat Rock Asso., D. R. Trotter, 
for Henthada Mission house, 
5; Dr. Lyon 1.50; per Rey. A. 
S. A., agent, 

Curry’s Prairie Asso., Terre 
Haute, Ist ch., Sab. Sch., to 
sup. and educate Edward G, 
Taylor in the normal school at 
Henthada, under the charge of 
Rey. B. C. Thomas, per Rey. A. 
S. A., agent, 


Illinois. 


Duquoin, P. Hagler 16; Shabbo- 
na’s Grove, Mrs. Sarah R. Car- 
ees; Hadley,ch.4; Mokena, 
ch. 2; 


Michigan. 
Pontiac, ch. 5; Adrian, Ist ch., 
of wh. 25 is fr. Sab. Sch., 37.50; 
Ann Arbor, ch. 40; State Con- 
vention, Centreville, ch., mon. 
con. 9.32; 


Donations. 


Wisconsin. 


ch. 21.40; Ripon, Ist 
ch. 18.63; 


Iowa. 


Oskaloosa Asso., “ Friends,’ per 
Rey. E. Gunn, 

Bonaparte, Otis Thomson 1; Dan- 
ville, ch., Jacob Alter tr., 10; 


Canada West. 


Niagara Asso., Drummondsville, 
ch. and cong. 5.10; Beansville, 
Mrs. Bonghru 25 cts.; Mrs. 
Cook 1; per Rey. 8. 8S. Day, 
agent, 

Grand River North Asso., St. 
George, ch. 8.60; Union, ch. 
1.28; Ancaster,ch.6.18; Esquess- 
ing, ch., Branch at Georgetown 
%; Branch at Princewoods 5; 
Waterloo, ch, 4.68; Blenheim 
Ist ch. 3.25; 2nd ch. 5.70; aris, 
ch. 5.60; Coll. at Union meeting 
in Paris 20; Berlin, ch., and 
cong. and pupils in Central Sch, 
TM; Guelph, ch. and cong. 11; 
Sab. Sch. (0 ets., S. Wright 4; 
Dea. S., for R. R., 50 cts.; 
Messrs Cozzens. Sales, Fiteh and 
Kead 7 ea. 28; Mrs. Weston 1; 
per Rev. 8. 8. D., agent, 

Grand River South Asso., Seot- 
land, ch., per Rey. 8. 8. D., 
agent, 

Haldimond Asso., Toronto, Bond 
st. ch. 70.15; Brock and Eldon, 
ch. 5.23; coll. at Ellis’ sch. house 
1.91; J. MeD. 25 cts.; per Rey. 
5.8. D., agent, 


China. 


Hongkong, Mission, mon. con. 
43.38; William Speider, Jr., U. 
S.N.,12; Edgar Speider, U.S. 
N.,6; Henry W. Davis lu; 


Legacies. 


East Washington, N. II., Benj. 
Smith, per James Howe Exr., 
Plainticid, Vt., Lucy 8. Perkins, 

per David A. Perry Exr., 
Cortlandville, N. Y¥., Jabez Keep, 

in part, per Rev. Hl. Bower, 
St. George, C. W., Dea, Stephen 

Pembieion, per Rey. K. Clarke, 


13.00 
11.00 


6.35 


25.00 
400.00 
268.50 


63.50 


[April, 1858. 


71.38 
6,163.87 


747.00 


$6,910.87 
Total from Apr. 1, 1857 to Feb.27, 1858, $51,302.58. 


Donations in Goods. 


Boston, Ms., Harvard st.ch., Sab. 
Sch., infant cl., Miss 
Ball teacher, Sab. Sch. books 
and cards, for Mrs. Telford, 
Bangkok, Siam, 

Mass. Bible Soc., Bibles and Tes- 
tuments 20 ea., for Rev. J. M. 
Haswell, for distribution in 
Maulmain, Burmah. 

Chelmsford, Mass., Ladies Sew. 
Soc., 1 Box clothing &c., for 
the Delaware Mission School 

Eyans,N.Y., Rev.H.M. Danforth, 
1 Box dried fruits, for Rey. 8. 
M. Whiting, Sibsagor, Assam, 

Philadelphia, Pa., Am. Bap. Pub, 
Soc., Sab. Sch. books, for Rev. 
J. M. Haswell. 


| 
40.08 
—- 
35.71 
11.10 
—- 489.33 
i 
121.89 
208.31 ‘ 
23.59 
—- 231.90 
q 
q 
q 
j 
4 10.00 
q 
21.85 
13.00 = 
q 
35.00 
—- 107.9 
10.00 
27.00 
it 71.67 
6.47 


